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In this reseé.rch paper, the researcher investigat.es (1) the period of time taken
by graduate students in the Faculty of Economics, Ramkhamhaeng University (RU) to
complete their studies. Examined further is (2) the graduate curriculum provided for
the progi‘am of graduate study offered by the Faculty of Economics. Finally, (3) a list
of the titles of the theses completed by these graduate students is provid.ed..

Findings are as follows:. '

In regard to the period of time taken by the graduate program to complete
degree r_equirements, the researcher found that the majority undértook five years of
study in conformity to the period ﬁf time officially allowed by the Faculty of |
Econorﬂics. Noneﬂleléss, a la.rgé proportion of these students still requested being
allowed to extend the time allowed for completing their studies by one yéar.

This state of affairs is evidenced by the case of students whose identification
(ID) number is between 32 and 37. The majority of these students took slightly more
than five years to complete their studies. Furthermore, in the case of students whose ID
is between 38 aﬁd 44, the duration of studies was for the most part slightly more than
four S‘rears. However, of thlose students whose ID number was 45 or 4.6, on aﬁerage

they were able to complete their studies in a little more than three years.
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Th_erefore, it-qan be seen that the time that it.took fof the.se graduate studenfs to
complete the graduate pro gr_arﬁ is typified by a tendency to dec_r_ease at an #ccelerating_
rate. Most of the students with ID numbers.ranging from 32_ to 36 tﬁok f_oi:r, five, or six
years to complete .the'program‘ Additionally, students whose ID numbers \‘vere
between 38 and 42 took three, four, five, or six years to finish the ﬁm gram. HoWe_ver,
students identified by the ID numbers from 43 to 46 worked their ways through the
p_l;pgrélm in two, three, four, five, or six years. o

~The éalient conclusion to be drawn is tﬂat as the years passéd it took less and
less time for students to complete the graduate program; The crystal clear evideﬂce for
this is that more students were completing the course of studies in two years, and this
at an accelergting, incremental pace over the period of time the program has been in
existence. The upshot is that the mean of time spent in completing the program
continuously deci‘eased with the mean calculated at 4.77 years for the whole time the
program has been in existence.

Out of a total of 899 graf.luate students whose ID numbers ranged from 32 to
46, 16 students took two years, 133 students took three years; 147 students took four
years, 111 students took five years, and 210 students took
six years to complete the graduate program. Moreover, a total of 624 students
graduated, whereas a total of 275 failed to graduate and terrninated'study in the midst
of the program. These findings indicate that the number of graduate students in the
Facﬁlty of Economics continuously.decreased as a consequence of faculty éfforts to
shorten the period of time graduate students were permitted to take in completing the
program. | | |

In regard to fhe structure of the curriculum, the graduate economics curriculum

was first offered in 1988. This original curriculum was revised for the first time in
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1997 and for the second time in 2003. For offerings at -fegional campusé_s, '
the curricuhim was au_gmented, but no corresponding alterations were ma&e for the
offerings at the main campus. A third revision was undertaken in 2007 iﬁ the course of
~ which alterations or revisions were made in various res pects. Alterations .v;"ere made in
foundational courses, compulsory subjects, and major subjects. In éddition, in the
category of electives, the éritéria for selecting electives wefe made easier .to understand
and otherwise clarified. The particulars of the curric_ulum.at the masfer’s level have
‘been annually adjusted, and so examination of the curriculum year by year reveals a
continuous develbpment. Especially noteworthy are changés in the period of time
allowed for completion of all degfee requirements. |

In respect to theses, categorical analysis was undertaken by the researcher in
determining the frequency with which tl_leses were completed as part of the. program of
the different majors. Furthermore, of all theses completed in e_cdnornics, the percentage
of the whole group was computed for each major. Additionally, the researcher
c_oinp.iled a list of all master’s theses completed under the auspices of the Faculty of
Economics. The list was tabulated chronologically by academic year with the first
entry. being the first student graduating and the last entry being the most recent student
gfaduating. Listed seriatim were the names .of the students, their ID code number, and

the title of the theses submitted to satisfy graduation requirements.





