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The researcher has designed a prototype classroom for children with autism at the primary school
level (levels 1-6). This prototype was designed in such prototype that it could be generally applicable to
schools engaged in the teaching of children with autism if properly adapted. The researcher proceeded by
initially investigating the development of children with autism and how they were treated. This
information significantly figured in the designing of variant classrooms which could be used to promote
the development of children with autism and to instigate more efficacious means of teaching them. The
researcher collected and analyzed data subsumed under two categories. First relevant data regarding
children with autism were taken from research publications, academic articles, books, and accessing the
Internet. This data pertained to four areas: special educational needs for children with autism, treatment of
autistic symptoms, normal children development, and factors pertinent td designing a suitable classroom
environment for children with autism. Next apposite data were collected from case studies of ten primary
schools and centers providing services for children with autism in Bangkok Metropolis. Data were
collected by means of interviews, the taking of notes, photographing, and observing.

Findings indicate prototype classroom design for children with autism should be able to
accommodate the technique of Integration schools. This technique involves three sections by reference to
the special needs of individual children with autism requiring a total of seventeen rooms described as
follows:

Section 1, Teaching and learning : The prototype classroom has four areas : Learning area,
Reading area, Quiet area, and Multipurpose area.

(1) A Special classroom for children with higher functioning to moderate autism who can not be
taught in normal classrooms in some subjects.

(2) A Special Classroo;n for lower functioning children who can not be taught in the integration
classroom.

(3) A Supplementary classroom designed to accommodate supplementary teaching for autistic
children who study with normal children.

Section 2, Activities to stimulate development :
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(4) A Classroom for language and communication in order to practice pronunciation and to learn
the lexis and grammar.

(5)* A Classroom for art therapy designed to develop the musculature, emotions, and imagination
of children with autism.

(6)* A Classroom for vocational therapy to prepare for the exercise of various vocations to the end
of encouraging greater autonomy.

(7)* A Classroom for musical therapy to F;:ncourage emotional development, to amplify the
imagination, and enhance concentration.

(8) A Classroom for sensory development to foster development in the seven senses of sight,
smell, taste, touch, hearing, kinesthesia, and balance.

(9) A Classroom for physical therapy to tone muscles, practice balancing, to hone movements, and
for various group activities.

(10)* An area for a swimming pool should be included so as to allow for hydrotherapy, the toning
of muscles, and the practicing of balancing to the end of fostering relaxation.

(11)* A playing field where autistic students can exercise and participate in group activities for the
purposes of stimulating sensory perception and with equipment fostering physical development. Some
schools may provide ponies for children to touch and ride. However, account must be taken of what is
appropriate and feasible under specific conditions at different schools.

Section 3, Special education services and other services should be accommodated as follows:

(12) A project office for coordinating the children with autism program.

(13)* Rooms for meetings and performances.

(14)* A library fostering the use of books and to practice reading.

(15) A Storage Room for media and equipment to maintain media in an orderly fashion.

(16)* An infirmary to provide medication for children with autism and first aid; and finally.

(17)* Restrooms which should be separated to classrooms.

This mark * : a classroom for normal students and children with autism in integration schools.

The researcher is of the opinion that it would prove advantageous to children with autism to study
in ﬂormal schools instead of special schools for children with autism. The researcher also hopes that this
research would prove beneficial in designing a tailorable environment to nurture the engagement of
children with autism to become friendly, enjoying their environment and being able to express themselves,
the most important component in learning. It is also hoped that any schools providing special educational

needs for children with autism could apply this design as seems appropriate.





