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J[[‘his study is aimed at understanding the community leader’s directing , persuading , and
|

influencing {the political participation of the members of communities by comparing significant
!

differences between an urban-like community, that is, Poonsuk community, and a rural-like community,
|

that is, Barx#ma.i—Huana community
|
{ .

Il’he methods of research consist of the analysis of documentary research and questionnaire of

!

366 membets of the communities, and interviews of 8 community learders
!

!
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 The rosult of the study indicates that the social status of the mezmbers of Barnmai-FHuana,
most are fezi:ale whilst the majority of Poonsuk is male. As regards other details, these two communities
do not dlffex{:m that the average age is about 30—:{9 years old living in the communities at least for 4 years
with the secondary education and the salary of 3,000~ 6,000 baht from being hired. With regard to the
community iearders’ influences towards the political participation and the acceptance of the leaders are
not dxﬁ‘erent‘; The members of both communities have high opinions in the matter. Besides, the result of
the interviex%zs show that the members have accepted their leaders. The leaders have influences in
persuading q!nd convincing their members to participating in politics.
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