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This thesis delineates (1) the demographical characteristics of selected

‘Buddhists who have been exposed to news of improper behavior of monks.
Furthermore, considered are (2) the characteristics of the i)reseutation of
news regarding imprbper behaviors of monks via the mass media. Finally,
investigated are (3) the opinions of these Buddhists in respect to the |
.reporting of news of improper behaviors on the part of monks.

The sample population ih this i‘es_carch investigation consisted of 400
Buddhists domiciled in Bangkok Metropolis and who were between the ages
of twenty and sixty. The instrument of research was a questionnaire.

. Techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis of the &ata

obtained were frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.
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Hypothesis testing was conducted by means of an application of the
technique of one-way analysis' of variance (ANOVA). In cases in which
differences were found at a staﬁstically significant level, Scheffé’s multiple
comparison technique was employed.

Findings are as follows:

1.In fespeét to the deindgra’phiéal characteristics of the Buddhists
under mvestlgauon those who dlffered in.gender evmced concomltant
dlffcrcnces n thelr oplmons Male Buddhlsts expressed a hlgher level of
opinions regarding the i unproper behaviors of monks than did their female
_counterpa_rts. _Additibnally, those .B_l_l_dldl.ajsts who were marﬁed_e)'(pressed the
highest level of opinions regarding the improper behaviors of monks.

2. T.he-reséai_'clier also.foﬁnd- that presentation of néws 'conce_,ming |
improper behaviors bf monks in differing types of media brought about
corresponding differences in the opinions of the Buddhist subjects under
study. These Buddhist respondents rated news pictures and the languages in
which impmper: behaviors of Buddhist Iﬁonks were reported at the highest
level. In. respect to the patterns of ielcvision pfogratns in which news was
presented, the pattern in w_hich picfures, sound, and interviews were used
affected the opinions of these Buddhists toward the news of improper
behaviors of monks at the highest level.

3. In regard to the characte.ristics'_ of improper behaviors of monks, the
Buddhists under study -evinced opinions regarding these behaviors as
presented through the mass rﬁcdiﬁ in an overall picture at a high level. When

considered in each item, it was found that these Buddhists expressed
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opinions at the highest level regarding the behaviors of monks who disguised
themselves so as to be able to visit entertdinment venues incognito. Next, in
descending order, were the behaviors of monks who put up notices
forbidding people from paying..reSpect to images of the Buddha. Lastiy, .at a
moderate level, the subjects of investigation expressed opinions cohcerning

the behaviors of monks who play sports for purpo_SGS of exercise:





