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KEY WORD : ORPHEUS MYTH
ARUNEE SUMRANSART : ORPHEUS : FROM MYTH TO LITERATURE. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASST. PROF. M.R. KONGKARN TAVEDHIKUL, 168 pp. ISBN 974-17-7189-4.

The objective of this thesis is to study the adaptation of the Orpheus myth in six literary works:
Jean Cocteau’s Orphée, Tennessee Williams's Orpheus Descending, Wole Soyinka's
Season of Anomy, Cynthia Voigt's Orfe and Salman Rushdie's The Ground Beneath Her Feet .
Although these works are all influenced by the myth of Orpheus, they differ in terms of their stories,
characters and settings. The myth itself is translated from different perspectives to correspond with
the theme of each work. The study also focuses on the authors’ background and their different social
contexts that influence the adaptation of the myth.

The six literary works can be divided into two groups according to theme of the stories.
In the first group, the theme of love, originally found in the myth, reappears as a sacrifial love and a
poetic love in Orphée and a sacrificial love with the change of the main character into female in Orfe.
in the second group, the authors introduce new themes to correspond with their social contexts. The
new themes include a sense of loneliness and isolation in Orpheus Descending, a challenge to
dictatorship in Season of Anomy, and the question of reality and the construction of
reality in The Ground Beneath Her Feet.

The author’s background and social context also influence their creativity and their selection
of mythical elements. The social context can be devided as social and cultural context and political
context,

The comparative study of the six literary works shows the different and various styles of the
adaptation of the Orpheus myth. This study proves the universality of the Ompheus myth and its

availability for adaptation in literary works of all ages.
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