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In this investigation, the researcher is concerned with obstacles to and
problems in the election for Bangkok governor on January 11, 2009.

This election took place in the midst of massive conflicts in political thinking.
The extreme partisanship displayed by the Yellow Shirts and the Red Shirts
has led to social chaos. Thus, the overall situation in which the two large
political parties, the Democrat Party and the Puea Thai Party, put forth their
candidates in this Bangkok gubernatorial election became enormously
significant and a portent of future trends.

The election results are accordingly indicative of future political trends.
As seen from the results, independent candidates will find it difficult to run as
candidates for office. As evidence for this view, we have the examples of the
two leading independent candidates, M.L. Natthakorn Devakula and Mr.
Kaewsan Atibhoti, obtaining poll results much lower than had been expected.
The candidates from the large political parties M.R. Sukhumbhand Boripat,
the Democrat Party candidz.lte, and Mr. Yuranan Pamornmontri, the candidate
for the Puea Thai Party, came in first and second, respectively.

The upshot is that nowadays independent candidates without the
backing of major parties have a very slim chance of getting elected. This is
because the electorate pays closer heed to the main political parties since they
have clear and distinct policies, have adequate funding and can recruit capable

management personnel.





