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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) the historical background
of the establishment, objectives, organizational structure, financial networks,
and strategies used by the al-Qaeda terrorist group. Additionally, considered
are (2) the operational plans for the act of terrorism committed on September
11, 2001. Finally, discussed are (3) the relationships between the al-Qaeda
terrorist group and other terrorist groups and networks in Southeast Asia that
affect the determinatioﬁ of policy applied to the solving of the problem of
terrorism 1in the Kingdom of Thailand.

In carrying out this qualitative research investigation, the researcher

used documentary research methods in conjunction with descriptive analysis.
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Findings are as follows:

The al-Qaeda terrorist group was established in Afghanistan in 1988
through the cooperation of Osama bin Laden and Abdullah Azzam. The
group’s name means “the base.” After its establishment in 1988, the group
underwent further development in Sudan in the period between 1..991 and
1996. At this time, organizational development principally involved the
building of the financial base for the organization in addition to fostering
fuller organizational structure development, establishing communication
networks, and making contacts with other radical groups in a number of areas,
as well as striving to obtain chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear
(CBRN) weapons, all of which would or could be highly lethal weapons.

In 1996, Osama bin Laden left Sudan and returned to Afghanistan. In
Afghanistan, al-Qaeda further developed as evidenced by the construction of
living quarters and training camps through cooperation and support extended
by the Taliban government. Under the leadership of Osama bin Laden in
Afghanistan, al-Qaeda announced its aims through issuing fatawa. It might be
said that these fatawa were analogous to providing blueprints for what their
responses would be to the actions and policies of western countries, especially
the United States of America (USA).

After certain fatawa were issued, acts of terrorism occurred in East
Africa (Kenya and Tanzania), an American warship was bombed, and, finally,
there were the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. All of these actions

were set in motion by al-Qaeda. The upshot was that the USA commenced
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suppression of terrorist groups, especially al-Qaeda, a state of affairs which in
turn instigated resistance and additional terrorist acts in many parts of the
world. .

The al-Qaeda terrorist group has the following objectives in using
terrorism: (1) to retaliate against and resist the influence of western countries,
especially the USA, in addition to driving them out of Muslim territories; (2)
to bring Muslims under the leadership of a single religious leadership; and (3)
to use religion as a tool to foster Muslim cooperation in resisting westerners.

Organizationally, the organizational structure of al-Qaeda is bipartite:
(1) the operational committee fostering coordination and direction; and (2) the
operational group involved in gathering information and reporting to the
organization.

The financial foundation of al-Qaeda is based on (1) the personal
assets of Osama bin Laden; (2) businesses and assets in Sudan; (3) donations
(sadagat); (4) charity; and (5) the support lent by the Taliban government. The
method of money transfer used involves the hawala system.

The attack strategies used by al-Qaeda involved three interconnected
sections: (1) the intelligence section gathering information to be used by the
attack section; (2) the support section providing support to the attack section;
and (3) the attack section. The factor that ensures the survival of the al-Qaeda
network and allows it to continue working in an effective manner is that

members use shared measures to ensure safety.
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The terrorist attack on September 11, 2001 was based on the ideas of
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and approved by Osama bin Laden. In this plan,
there were three major operational teams: (1) the team selected at meetings at
al-Matar complex; (2) the team of students selected in Germany; and (3) the
team of hijackers charged with breaking into the cabins of the planes hijacked.
Teams 1 and 2 operated both inside and outside the USA, as well as learning
how to fly airplanes and taking care of the third team arriving in the USA.

This terrorist attack was executed on the morning of September 11,
2001. All operational teams separated in the course of boarding the target
planes and overcame the passengers on the planes and forced the planes to
strike the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. These attacks severely
damaged the USA.

In regard to the relationships with networks of terrorist groups in
Southeast Asia, it was found that al-Qaeda made contacts or built networks in
this region in two ways: (1) using operational members to lend financial and
training support for direct operations; and (2) lending support to terrorist
groups moving across the region. Support was lent by taking recruits for
training in camps in Afghanistan, exchanging personnel, and cooperating in
the planning and execution of operations.

As an ensemble, all of these factors exert political, social, and
economic affects on the region. Consequently, Southeast Asian countries have
adopted various measures to combat the activities of these terrorist groups.

However, some countries do not have fully operational plans in combating
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these groups. Some cooperate with and receive support from the USA. Some
issue laws fostering mutual security relations and others establish agencies to
assume responsibility for combating terrorism. :

As far as Thailand is concerned, the effects of terrorism have brou;ght
about a flexible policy of resistance to terrorism in the context of international
law and reliance upon the United Nations (UN). The frﬁmeworks afforded by
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF), and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) group

have engendered the signing of declarations of cooperation for resisting

terrorism and solving attendant problems on the part of all regional nations.





