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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) the social roles of the elderly;
(2) the late life expectations of the elderly; (3) compares differences in the late
life expectations of the elderly by references to differences in social roles; and
(4) the relationship between social roles and the late life expectations of the
elderly.

In this research investigation, the sample population consisted of 140
male and female elderly persons who were sixty years of age or older and who
were members of the Thammasat University Hospital Elderly Club.

The instrument of research was tripartite: The first part was a
questionnaire eliciting data concerning demographical characteristics. The
second part was a questionnaire pertaining to social roles. Finally, the third
part was a questionnaire concerning late life expectations.

Using.techniques of descriptive statistics, the data cellected were
analyzed 1n terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.
T test and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient were also employed
for testing purposes.

Findings are as follows:

(1) The social roles of the elderly being investigated were evinced at a
moderate level.

(2) The elderly subjects expressed life expectations at a moderate level.

(3) The elderly respondents who diffel;ed in social roles exhibited
corresponding differences in late life expectations at the statistically significant
level of .000.

Finally, (4) the researcher determined that the social roles of the elderly
under study were positively correlated with late life expectations at the

statistically significant level of .05.





