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The purposes of this research investigation were to study (1) the background
context of housing and occupational cultures in a community on the Andaman
Sea Coast; (2) the relationship between housing and occupaﬁonal cultures of the
family unit and society; (3) changes in housing and occupational cultures due to
economic and social changes which affect the relations between the family unit
and society; (4) adaptations to changes in housing and occupational cultures of the
family unit and society; (5) the future tendencies of housing and occupational
cultures; and (6) the development of housing and occupational cultures in a

community on the Andaman Sea Coast.
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In employing a qualitative research methodology, the researcher adopted
a phenomenological method. Data collection instruments consisted of in-depth
interviews with key informants and sampling on the basis of theoretical
considerations in addition to the use of sociogram techniques, observation,
participant observation, informal interviews, focus group interviews and the
drawing of sketches.

The major findings were as follows:

The housing and occupational cultures in the community under
investigation on the Andaman Sea Coast had been closely interconnected in
an earlier period -the so-called pre-modern era -in the history of the community
in the period between 1898 and 1960. In this pre“modern period, the housing
and occupational cultures were characterized by a simple way of life in
accordance with the dictates of the natural environment complementary to
locally suitable occupations.

The second period between 1961 and 1982 and the third period from
1983 to the present are referred to as the period of modern times. In the period
of modern times, the relationships between housing and occupational cultures
have been altered in view of the following major factors: (1) internal factors
caused by the individual needs of the family unit and society within the context
of a modern society; and (2) external factors caused by the policy of promoting
tourism and the hospitality industry, as well as by a market economy system

fostered by newly arrived investors.
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These changes have affected the structure of the family unit and the
circumambient society. There has been a shift from “Gemeinschaft” as an |
agricultural society to “Gesellschaft” as part of a newly industrialized society.
These changes have affected the housing cultures of the family unit and society
which are now characterized by a combination of traditional and modern cultures
as a consequence of changes in the new era. At the same time occupational
cultures now have the characteristics of those of a market ecé}lorhy. Such changes
have brought about changes in familial structures and society as there has been a
movement from a simple agrarian society to a more complex industrial society.
Such changes have brought into being a more balanced way of life suitable to
a globalized world. The phenomenon is illustrative of the development of housing

and occupational cultures in a community on the Andaman Sea Coast.





