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This dissertation investigates the causes and effects of sexual
harassment using the case-study method of investigation. This inquiry is
grounded in the perspectives of members of the female workforce in the
sexual service trade in Pattaya City. |

The sample population consisted of forty persons divided into four
groups with ten persons in each group. These groups were employed as
workers in (1) hotels/bungalows/guesthouses; (2) diners/restaurants; (3) beer
bars/discotheques/pubs; and (4) as members of the general sexual service

workforce.
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The period in which research was conducted was from February 2004
to December 2007. The instruments of research consisted of in-depth
interviews, group discussions, and behavioral observations.

Findings are as follows:

The causes of sexual harassment ultimately stem from the inequality
between men and women. This inequality has been part and parcel of social
structure from the remote. past to the situation obtaining nowadays. In addition,
the environment in Pattaya City is characterized by population density and has
representatives of a variety of cultures. The social atmosphere is redolent of
vice in view of the numerous entertainment venues affording an array of
avenues and opportunities for exercising the art and practice of seduction.
In an environment such as this, it is patently difficult to exercise fully-fledged
discipline over one’s own comportment, even less to hold out the vain hope
that others will do so.

Most of the women who have been sexually harassed are migrants to
Pattaya City lured by opportunities of employment and of necessity live far
away from their families. As a consequence, these women are bereft of normal
familial warmth and comfort and they no longer have available to them those
who would teach them to distinguish right from wrong. In addition, some of
these women comport themselves in a careless fashion, a state of affairs willy-
nilly-albeit easily-leading them into the snares of sexual harassment, whether

mild or severe.
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In the case of mild or garden variety sexual harassment, the behavior of
the offender does not have severe consequences for the victim. It involves a
playful use of verbal behavior, fleeting but persistent eye contact, cavalier and
flirtatious mannerisms, and touching, all of which embarra"ss the women
affected. On the other hand, severe sexual harassment occurs when traveling
to desolate places at night, trusting colleagues or strangers who are Thai or
foreign tourists, and visiting karaoke places serving alcoholic drinks, all of
which can readily lead to bodily assault and rape.

The effects of severe sexual harassment entail physical consequences
in addition to mental suffering, all of which together eventuate in worry,
stress, depression, and lack of self-confidence. Such wounds require time to
heal. Also affected are the families of the victims, many of which are so
impoverished they have to take out loans to cover medical treatment and other
associated expenses for those female family members severely affected by
such ill treatment. In fine, it can be seen how all of this leads to reoccurring
social problems without surcease.

In regard to guidelines for prevention, it is.suggested that women need
to free themselves from the beliefs and values of a society which sees women
as sexual objects merely responsive to the needs of males. They have to be
careful to avoid provocative behaviors. They have to avoid going to dark,
desolate sites where there is an absence of light. This last is a Pattaya City

problem requiring immediate remedy.
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In addition, families need to generate adequate love and warmth within
the family circle. Moreover, the general public should be given advice as to
how to live life by reference to the dictates of conscience and the overarching
necessity to exercise due self-restraint. The members of society should not
live a life following western cultural mores and attitudes. In refusing to do so,
they will find that their communities will become more pleasant places in
which to live.

Concerned agencies must put such problems on the policy-making
agendas of those professionally concerned with the legal system. A law
protecting women from sexual harassment should be instituted and thence
enforced properly. This law should provide clear punishments for those guilty
of sexual harassment without exception. Campaigns should be conducted to
the end of making the members of society realize the gfavity of these problems
arising in their midst unbeknownst and the deleterious consequences of serious

sexual misbehaviors being allowed to continue without abatement.





