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In this study entitled “The Relationship Between Thailand and Laos
and the Second Friendship Bridge,” the researcher conducts a qualitative
research investigation concerning the building of the second Thailand-Laos
Friendship Bridge (TLFB) and the opportunities and impacts flowing in the
wake of its construction.

The researcher has determined that the second TLFB was constructed
on the basis of an initiative of the Laos People’s Democratic R_epublic (Laos).
This initiative was approved and was taken to be part of a plan to develop
economically the areas between .the east and west coasts of mainland

Southeast Asia. The plan hinged on the supposition that the construction of
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the second bridge would facilitate overland transportation linking the littoral
areas of mainland Southeast Asia facing the Indian Ocean and the Pacific
Ocean. The plan capitalized on the fact that the shortest route between these
areas would entail overland transportation through the Union of Myanmar
(Myanmar), the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand), the Laos People’s
Democratic Republic (Laos), and thence to the coast of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam (Vietnam), The ultimate aim was to facilitate trade and investment
by means of developing better transportation routes and systems.

The researcher has found that the construction of the second TLFB has
created opportunities for development in economics, tourism, transportation,
and communication in the subregion of Southeast Asia in the following
respects:

Economically, since the second TLFB opened, border trade between
Thailand and Laos has increased, especially in Mukdahan province. This has
augmented local employment levels and stimulated a better flow of money.
Members of the general public in this area benefit by being better able to start
new businesses, which in turn leads to concomitant expansions in the
industrial sector and the system of transportation.

In respect to tourism, even though the way of life and culture of the
populace remain much the same, there have been efforts to promote various
alternative forms of tourism. Thus, there have been steps to further
cooperation in this area by reanimating the tradition of both banks of the

Mekong actually being shared by the three countries of Thailand, Laos and
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the Kingdom of Cambodia (Cambodia). Transportation has become more
convenient, inasmuch as traveling to and from the countries is easier and less
time consuming. There is now a direct path linking Thailand and Vietnam
through Laos. This link has interested tourists and tourists are traveling to
Vietnam from Laos in this fashion.

Regarding communication and the transportation system, the
construction of the second TLFB has allowed countries in the subregion to
benefit mutually through enhanced and augmented transportation and logistics
systems. The upshot has been regional economic expansion.

As for deleterious impacts, the researcher has determined that the
construction of the second TLEFB has led to problems brought about by
increases in crime, the narcotic drug trade, and human trafficking. Large
numbers of laborers and commercial sex workers are being trafficked,
especially female Laotians who are smuggled in for sex trade purposes' in the
Mukdahan province area. Although bridge inspections are strict, most
offenders came by boat. The Mekong River border between Thailand and
Laos is very long and so is quite difficult to control. In addition, the mﬁrket
fér certain Thai products is facing serious competition because products are
smuggled in from the People’s Republic of China (China) and Vietnam,
countries in which production and labor costs are lower than those in
Thailand.

Concerning environment affects, it was found that the completed

bridge had fundamental structural problems and was not under good
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management. There are problems of wastes, waste water, and transportation.
Air pollution has increased. Moreover, less land is now available for
agriculture in view of the expansion of the transportation system and the
construction of warehouses. Thus, agricultural produce has lessened in the
area since there is less land available that can be used for strictly agricultural
purposes. Finally, scasonal production of crops is affected by the bridge in

view of the fact that the bridge is lighted throughout the night.





