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Abstract

The objective of the present study was to collect and analyze some basi?:- Zit? (%’ },0%0
patients who had sought dental treatments at the Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University, during
the past ten years from February 1994 to January 2003. The tool used to collect the data was a form
established by a group of investigators. Moreover, the Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS
version? For Windows) was used to analyze these data by determining the percentage.

The results showed that the number of female patients (55.1%) was more than that of male
patients (44.9%). The patients with their ages ranging from 13 to 15 years old were seen the most
(29.2%), and students were among the occupations that were recorded the most (26.%. Most of the
patients (84%) lived in Chiang Mai, especially 43.9% were from Muang District and 23.7% were
from Suthep Subdistrict. The most common chief complaint from the patients was toothache
(37.4%). The dental treatments in the first visit included oral and dental examinations (54.25% or
4,805 of total number of treatments), medication (20.4% or 1,826), and tooth extraction (17.8% or
1,592). Subsequent treatments during the next visits included scaling (24.95%) and fillings (23.89%).

From the results of this study, it was concluded that oral and dental examinations,
medication, and tooth extraction were among the treatments of choice, for which the patients had
sought. Interestingly, there was an increasing trend for the patients to seek combination of
treatments, including scaling and fillings, as well. This study was financially supported by the

Intramural Endowment Grant, Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University.



