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Abstract

TE 139481

This research has aims to 1) study traditional knowledge pertaining to culture in
ways of life of the villagers 2) study the transcendent of the conventional culture which is
prone to fade out and 3) study the development of the product existing in the ways of life
of traditional culture. Three groups of sample population were selected, i.e., local
scholars group included the indigenous wisdom and village scholars, teachers,
Buddhist monks and community leaders, the Kru Noi making group of Ban Sa-ang and
the youth group, included the pupils of Ban Sa-ang school (Pra chasamakkhi). Methods
of collecting data include the experimentation, observation, in-depth interview, and
focus group discussion. The results were as followed.

1. About traditional knowledge related to culture in villagers’ ways of life, it was
found that villagers of Ban Sa-ang used it for self- reliance in producing subsistent items
in daily living, either food or tools for domestic uses. Kru for containing water in
household uses is an example since the area of Khu Khan district and Sa-ang village
used to cover with dry forest, especially Sabaeng trees which could give wood oil and
barringtonin trees (local name as Ton Jik) that could give resin. Wood oil when being

mixed with resin would receive sealing substance for coating Kru. However some parts
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of the forest in this area had been invaded and changed to be rice field resulting to have
limited number of the trees yielding wood oil and resins that villagers used it to make
Kru. Villagers had to purchase it from other places with high price. Moreover, Kru has
not been in public favor and has been replaced by zinc-made Kru, which is more
durable and cheaper. Then villagers had to quit making Kru for sale. To exit the hard
time, about in 1951, Mr. Boonthid Duangchan, a villager of Ban Sa-ang had modified
making Kru from conventional big size to smaller size or even miniature which was
calied Kru Noi (or small Kru). Kru Noi has recieved more attraction from the market
encouraging more villagers to follow Mr. Boonthid up to now.

2. About the attempt to conserve and transcend the rarely found traditional
culture, it was revealed that after the initiative of Mr. Boonthid's style of making Kru Noi,
MR.Jirikunya Kittiyakorn (Chotikasathien), the officer of the Royal Division of Vocational
Art, had visited this village and found Kru Noi at Khun Endoo Srikaew,s house. She was
fond of it and asked Khun Endoo to send the samnle to the Royal Palace. From then on,
the weaving of Kru Noi in this village was gradually more popular. A Kru Noi Making
Group was established in the village to serve as a mediator for purchasing and selling
Kru Noi in the village, in the province or other provinces, or even in oversea market.
Making Kru Noi, therefore became a supplementary occupation, second to the rice
farming and villagers could earn more income. At present, a course of making Kru Noi
has been allocated into a local curriculum for teaching pupits of prathom 5 —6 of Ban Sa-
ang School (Prachasamakkhi) in order to promote and conserve the local knowledge
inherited from ancestors. In addition the Kru Noi making course has been opened in
other academic institutes, such as at Non-formal Education Center of Khu Khan district,
Sri Sa Ket Vocational School and Tabaek Community School. Khun Endoo, as the leader
of Kru Noi Making Group in the village, supporied as a special honor lecturer.

3. About the development of the product found in primitive ways of life of the
villagers to be relevant to current condition, it was revealed that the Kru Noi Making
Group h1as developed Kru Noi product by modifying making various small sizes but
remain its identity. Kru Noi has been modified to make a key wallet, earrings, artificial
flower such as rose and sunflower etc., as the souvenirs made to order from both
domestic and international customers such as Japan. Also the typical products of Kru

Noi has been exported monthly to Japan and the United States of America.





