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The objectives of this research were to study the socio-economic aspect, way of
life, situation problems, needs, salt production process and impact on society, economy
and environment as well as to study attitude toward the sustainable change of rock salt
production process through the villages’ social sciences-based quantitative research.
The research population consisted of village leaders, producers and household chiefs in
villages’ management of salt, saline soil and saline water in the upper Northeastern
provinces : Udon Thani, Sakhon Nakhon and Nong Khai. Random sampling was done
with 289 villagers. The tool for data collection included survey of basic physical areas
and interviews with questionnaires, while data analysis was carried out with area and
descriptive type.

The findings :

1. History and villages’ salt production development _ the salt was first
found domestically produced, then developed commercially ever since 1984 after the oil
survey, but the discovery of saline water instead.

2. Social aspect and cuiture of villages’ salt production __the grouping of
organizations under condition of the state’s promotion was found : although the
relationship system facilitated unity and hospitality, the deep root of conflict about salt
production existed; however, villages' culture related to rock salt production was not
found except producers’ specific rites. Besides rice and fruit growing, these people's
way of life was tied to salt production process

3. Salt production process _ its decisive factors were needs of income
and extra occupation : they did not produce because of no capital, nor salt fields; while
not doing this, because of consciousness of environment and society, with a low opinion

at 10.2-9.7 percent only. The salt well had an average depth of 66.15 m with
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production quantity 120-152 tons/year of boiled salt ; 500-2,340 tons/year of dried salt.
An average sale of dried salt was 413 Baht/ton, thus an average income of 51,098
Bahtmonth with an average expenditure of 39,645 Baht/month

4. Socio-economic impact of salt production — economically, villagers
had the occupation, resulting in lessening labour migration problem but with good
economy ; socially, conflict occurred and impact on ecology, which was difficult to solve
: the spread of saline soil affecting growing, fishery and land fault.

5. Situaticn problems and needs__ most problems arose from the impact
on environment, soil, water, forests and public land use, especially land fault, while
those of producers were a lack of capital sources, high investment, no guarantee of
pricés and unfair payment to those involved in supervision and salt field follow up —they
needed loan sources, while the community wanted them to keep the rules and the state
to control efficiently.

6. Directions, toward permanent production _ although the opinion
fixed the firm tendency in salt production with limited of environment and no land
extension, the designation of policy and practice for villagers and local administration
organizations to take part in the promulgation of rules for specific areas and to have
power in supervision, follow-up and designation of area by the villagers seem to bring

good results for the sustainable production.





