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The study of loaches genus Botia, Gray 1831 in Thailand was done by examining the
museum and newly collected specimens made during July 2001 to July 2002. It represents an
attempt to alleviate difficulties with the identifications of individual specimens by providing a
treatment of the nomenclature and taxonomy of all available local members. Thirteen species of
the genus have been found, they are : Botia beauforti, B. berdmorei, B. caudipunctata, B. eos,
B. helodes, B. lecontei, B. longidorsalis, B. modesta, B. morleti, B. nigrolineata, B. rostrata , B.
sidthimunki, and B. splendida. All of them are primary freshwater fishes. Upon this study, B.
splendida is only a newly recorded species.

From the study, Botia beauforti, B. helodes, and B. modesta are the largest species,
they attain about 250.0 mmSL. While the smallest species is B. longidorsalis, it reaches only
49.0 mmSL.

Botia nigrolineata has been found to be commonly misidentified as B. sidthimunki.

Botia beauforti has wildest distribution, followed by B. helodes, B. lecontei, B. modesta,
and B. morleti. B. eos have been found in Mekong and Chaophraya basins. Each of the
remaining species occurs only within one basin, i.e. B. caudipunctata, B. longidorsalis, and B.
splendidda are found in Mekong basin; 8. nigrolineata is found in Wa river of the Chaophraya
. basin; B. sidthimunki is belonging to Mae Klong river of the Western basin; while B. berdmorei
and B. rostrata are species of the Salween basin.

The identification of Botia species is based largely on the configulations and the
presence or absence of colour markings on body and fins, of barbels and fleshy papillae on
chin; and the different numbers of fin rays. The illustrated key to species and hand-drawings of
each species are provided. The informations about the scientific names, synonyms, local names,
common names, materials examined, diagnoses, descriptions, habitats, local distributions,
frequency tables of fin rays, and the table of up-date identities of old recorded species are also

given. The friction-locking mechanism of erectile spine near to the eye was preliminarily studied.





