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The objectives of Project on Production situation and developing of ‘Thong Dee' pummelo cultivars
production of fan'nérs in Amphoe Ban Thaen, Chaiyaphum Province were (1) to find the production situation
of “Thong Dee’ pummelo cultivars of Baan Nong Paklord Farmer group, (2) to find the supporting factors that
enhanced the good quality of ‘Thong Dee’ pummelo cultivars of Baan Nong Paklord Farmer group, and (3) to
develop the production potential of ‘Thong Dee’ pummelo cultivars of Baan Nong Paklord Farmer group. The
project contract no. RDG5020018 was conducted for 21 months during February 2007 to November 2008.

Six topics with 8 appropriate experiments were conducted under the project. The topics were (1)
the specific production technology that enhanced the good quality and thin peel of ‘Thong Dee’ pummelo
cultivars of Baan Nong Paklord Farmer, (2) study on physical and chemical property of soil, mineral nutrition
in leaf and total nonstructural carbohydrate content in leaf with monthly analysis on soil and leaf, study on
growth of pummel under different growing system and irrigation method, (4) study on good skin color
management with fruit bagging, (5) study on the appropriate harvesting index, and (6) study on plant canopy
management with plant growing from different scion propagation method and with different method of

pruning.

Study on the specific production technology that enhanced the. good quality and thin peel of ‘Thong
Dee' pummelo cultivars of Baan Nong Paklord Farmer found that most farmers had over than 5 years of
experience in growing pummelo. They grew around 5-10 rai in bedding system with 6x6 meter spacing. The
farmers controlled flowering by induced the water stress in November then re-watering in December. After
flower bloom in January, the farmers sprayed plant growth regulators, increase water amount, foliar fertilizer
application and 15-15-15 and/or 46-0-0 chemical fertilizer. The fruits were ready to harvest in August. During
growing season, 15-15-15 and/or 13-13-21 chemical fertilizer were broadcasted. Organic fertilizer was applied
more than one time a year. Pesticides were regularly applied but about 1 month before harvest they ceased.
Pummelo fruits were sold to middle men or the collectors, exporting company, retailers and sold at the farm

or at the road side.

Soil fertility, disease infected scion, expensive production input factors (chemical fertilizer,
pesticides, labour cost, fuels), flower and preharvest fruit drop, attack of insect pest cause the defect on fruit
skin, misshape fruit, unable to set the price, shortage of production knowledge from government officers, lack

of marketing suggestion and production input support were the major problems of the farmers.

Cost of production mainly fall in agricultural chemical which chemical fertilizers were the highest
cost followed by pesticides.

The relationships among physical and chemical soil property, mineral nutrients in leaf, total
nonstructural carbohydrate content in ‘Thong Dee’ pummelo cultivar were studied in 4 orchards which are
different management in fertilizer application, cultural practices and canopy management, The information
could develop to the standard value for leaf analysis of pummelo grown in northeast area for the appropriate

management in mineral nutrition of ‘“Thong Dee' pummelo cultivar. It was noted that the farmer used the
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" chemical fertilizer heavily. In the early period of growing season, they applied N P and K fertilizer. The
farmers applied N fertilizer after bloom, and high K ratio fertilizer was applied before harvest. The
concentration of N in leaf at the time of harvest effected on fruit weight in the following season. At the 5th
months of newly éhout, the plant showed the deficient in Calcium and Zinc which effected on fruit weight

accumulation.

“Thong Dee' pummelo cultivar plants in bedding system grow better than those in flat system. This

may be due to the different in soil moisture and higher nitrate content in the bedding system.

Springler irrigation decreased the EC in upper and lower level of soil as well as the content of
potassium, calcium and exchangeable magnesium. However, there was no significant different in certain
mineral nutrition content in leaf and growth. The farmers’ conventional method of irrigation consumed the

higher cost of labour.

Pummelo fruit bagging in paper bag and blue polyethylene bag had more green color than those in
clear white polyethylene bag and no bagging. The fruit in paper bag tend to have lowest in TA content and
highest ratio of TSS/TA. Anyway, there was no significant different in fruit size and another quality criteria.

The flower of ‘Thong Dee’ cultivar pummelo at Amphoe Baan Thaen bloomed in January. Young
fruit rapidly dropped during 1-3 months after setting caused fruit set percentage at harvest about 25-38. The
fruits were ready to harvest during mid-July to August or about 200 days after fruit set. The fruits grow and
develop in Simple Sigmoid curve which rapidly grew during the first 75-160 days after setting. The green
color gradually changed from dark green to yellowish green when the fruit was older.

The 5-year old pummelo plants from grafting grow better than those from layerage. Anyway,
certain mineral nutrition content, total nonstructural carbohydrate content in leaf and fruit quality was not
different.

One week after pruning, percentage of light intensity at the edge of plant canopy was not different
among 4 methods of pruning. However, open center method of pruning permitted more light intensity
percentage than another method of pruning while farmers’ method permitted lowest at the center of plant
canopy. The pruning method do not effect on certain mineral nutriton content, total nonstructural
carbohydrate content in leaf and fruit quality.

The supporting factors that enhanced the good quality of ‘Thong Dee' pummelo cultivars of Baan
Nong Paklord Farmer group were the exchange knowledge of production technology among the farmers
especially agricultural chemical and fertilizer application, own of water reservoir and convenient in irrigation,
good methed of pruning, the understanding in agricultural chemical application which caused the excess cost

of production, the conventional application of chemical fertilizer which caused on Imbalance of mineral

nutrient and yield.





