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The purpose of this study was to collect Tai folk tales in Mae-Ai District, Chiang Mai
| Province., compiling thg:m in written form and to examine the identities appeared in folk tales
basiﬁg on ethnic boundary concept of Frederic Barth by focusing on social identity in language,
‘religion, tradition, custom, and social behavior. The instrument used in the study was a conceptual
framework in analyzing the social identity of the characters in the Tai folk tales. The findings
reveal thét the most found social identity as appeared in the tales related to supernatural things-the
beliefs that had been passed on for many generations. The second most found identity was in the
. proVerbs,_ beliefs and rituals, general beliefs, way of living, custom and tradition, and égricultural
rituals. The least appeared identity was on the folk play. The findings reflected that the content
of most Tai tales was social by its very nature and the tales could transmit Tai identity to the next

generation and be sustained with the society for the long period to come.





