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ABSTRACT

Three main purposes of this study were (1) to examine production process and
production cost of rubber sheets in Lampang province, (2) to investigate business potential of
farmers’ rubber sheets production in Lampang provice, and (3) to determine problems and
obstacles in rubber sheets production in Lampang province. Primary and secondary data were
used in this study. The primary data were collected from interviewing six farmers who were
purposively selected from rubber farmers in Lampang province since 1994. The samples were
divided into two groups: three small-sized rubber farmers (1-50 rai), and three medium-sized
rubber farmers (51-250 rai).

The results of rubber sheet production process and production cost study showed that the
samples’ production process in Lampang province was similar to other regions in Thailand as the
process was suggested by Rubber Research Institute, Department of Agriculture. For production
cost within 13 years, the mean production total cost of small-sized rubber farmers was 3,951.98
baht/rai/year and 18.87 baht/kg. For medium-sized rubber farmers, the mean of total cost was

4,104.36 baht/rai/year and 18.96 baht/kg.



The results of business potential study of rubber sheet production based on Benefit-cost
Ratio found that small-sized rubber farmers’ Benefit-Cost Ratio was 1.49 baht/rai/year whereas
medium-sized farmers had 1.47 baht/rai/year.

The results of problems and obstacles study revealed that major problems of rubber sheet
production were forest fire in rubber plantations, damaged rubber trees caused by drought, high-
priced fertilizers and pesticides, remote rubber market, high transportation charge, and lack of

skillful tapping labors.



