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PANITA PONGSAWETH: ACCESSIBILITY TO CURATIVE CARE SERVICES FOR
THE ELDERLY IN DAMNOEN SADUAK, RATCHABURI PROVINCE. INDEPENDENT STUDY
ADVISOR: NATTIYA KAPOL, Ph.D. 88 pp.

The objective of this research was to study the accessibility to curative care
services for the elderly in Damnoen Saduak, Ratchaburi province. 395 elderly subjects in
Damnoen Saduak were recruited by multi-stage random sampling. Structure questionnaire
was developed according to conceptual framework and was validated by 3 experts.
Interviewing technique was used for data collection. The elderly were interviewed for
experience in curative care services of the previous year. Data were analyzed by descriptive
statistics. The results revealed that most of the elderly are female (61%). Ratio of male to
female was 1: 1.6. The average age of elderly was 70.8 + 7.5. Most of them lived with their
family especially with their siblings (79.2%). Majority (41%) was of low income with less than
1,000 Bath per month and was insufficient for living (44.3%). 231 elderly perceived that their
health status was of moderate level, whereas 57.5% were without regular health problems.
For the previous year, most elderly (82.5%) had experienced using curative care services
depending on iliness severity; mild illness (65.3%), moderate or chronic diseases (48.2%)
and severe or emergency illness (4.3%). Health care setting used most for elderly who got
mild illness was a primary care unit (42.3%). For moderate or chronic diseases (61.8 %),
and severe or emergency illness (85.8%), Damnoen Saduak Hospital was the setting used
most. The frequency of curative care services for the elderly who got mild and severe
illnesses were 1-3 times a year, whereas 4-6 times a year for those who got chronic
diseases. In conclusion, the elderly in Damnoen Saduak were able to get access to curative
care services when they got ill. Also, the caregiver was an important person helping the
elderly to receive health care services.

Program of Social and Health System Management Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2008
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