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Coscinium fenestraturn  (Ham, in Thai) is a woody climber. The stem is yellow and very bitter. It
is native to the forests of Southeast Asia including those of MNortheast Thailand. Currently, it is widely
used as a herbal treatment for cancer, diabetes mellitus and hypertension. Despite its popularity, there is
no published toxicological data on Coscinium fenestratum. The objectives of this study were to
investigate the level of toxicity and the acute toxicity of crude extract of Coscinium fenestratum on the
structures and functions of the liver, kidneys, heart, Iung-s and testes in male rats. Twenty-five male
Wistar rats were divided inte 5 groups. The first group was fed with NSS and used as the control. The
second to fifth groups were fed with various doses of Coscinium fepestrarum (5, 50, 500, 2,000
mg/kg) using a gastric feeding needle. General behavior, signs of toxicity and mortality were closely
observed for a week. All of the surviving rats were killed 7 days after feeding. A 3 ml blood sample was
collected 10 assess the level of SGOT, SGPT, bilirubin, BUN, creatinine and electrolytes. Sperms were
collected from the epididymis and vas deferens and analysed for motility, viability and concentration.
Liver, kidneys, heart, fungs and testes were collected for histological examination. The results showed
that the alcoholic extract of Coscinium fenestratum had a slight toxicity and did not present a significant
risk of acute toxicity when a single dose was taken orzlly. The serum jevel of SGOT, SGPT, bilirubin,
BUN, creatinine and electrolytes of the treated rats showed no significant changes. Semen analyses of the
treated rats showed normal morphology. Histological studies of the liver, kidneys, heart, lungs and testes
showed no microscopic changes. However, the increase in body weight in the 500 and 2,000 mgskg

treated groups were significantly less than the contro! group.





