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Abstract

TE 157766

The purpose of this thesis is to study writing techniques, plots, contents, anecdotes, and
wisdom of 11 versions of Lanna didactic literature titled “Puthaosonlan” written on palm leaves
and mulberrv papers.

The thesis is divided into 6 chapters as follows: chapter 1, ctate of the problems,
objectives, methodology and scope of the research. Chapter 2 describes the origin and history of
all versions of Puthaosonlan studied, types of manuscripts, classification of teachings and orders
of stories and writing techniques by considering the beginning, plots and the end of the stories. It
is found that there are 10 ways of presenting stories, mainly by giving each item of proverbs then
composed with ancient verse called “rai boran” which focussed on rhyme rather than on the
grouping of didactic proverbs. It is also found that there are 2 kinds of plots, namely, main plot
which consists of proverbs and teachings as main parts of the stories, and sub-plot consisting of
anecdotes to exemplify and clarify the main plot.

Chapter 3 deals with 43 tales in 9 versions of this literary work. These tales are from 8
main sources namely, Arthakatha Jataka, Mangalatthathipani Books, Arthakatha Dharmapatha,
Extra Jataka, Pathomasomphothi, folktales, Aesop’s tales, and Lanna jests. All tales are related to
didactic proverbs and teachings, which can be classified into 44 items and 3 main groups namely,
behavioral, verbal, and spiritual.

Chapter 4 is concemned with the contents of Puthaosonlan. The contents of teachings can
be divided into 10 groups; teaching of men, women, parents, sons and daughters, ruling class, free
men, slaves, monks, elderly, teachers and students. These varieties of teachings cover all
behaviors of all walks of }i:‘c. from proper behaviors, how to make friends, speaking, education,
rcligious, culture, values to belicves.
verse “rai boran”, and riddle verses with an expl.anation in prose, and essay explaining proverbs.
Artistic usage of language can be observed. Old Lanna larguage, Pali,and Sanskrit are also being
used. The ethic teaching is done directly or by using riddles, analogy and ccmparison.

Conceming the Lanaa wisdom the researcher has analyzed it in 3 aspects as follows.
First, the system relationship between man and man by focussing on how to take care of oneself,
of household, of personnel management and of work. Secend, the system of relationship between
man and society, which focuses oun the social, political, religious and cultural awareness and
responsibility Finally, the system of relationship between mau and nature, which emphasizes the
adaptation of men to nature in terms of living place;,. food, clothes and medicine, and also the

leaming development by using nature. Chapter 6 is the conclusion of the research and

suggestions.





