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The purpose of this research is to study the diversity of harpacticoid

copepods, and to focus on the taxonomy of the family Cletodidae at the
Bangpoo rﬁangrove area in Samut Prakan province. Important taxonomical
characters of cletodids are as follows: body usually small and cylindrical with
an inconspicuous boundary between prosome and urosome. Rostrum fused to
cephalic shield at base, triangular in shape and with a bifid tip. Antennule

short in both sexes, 4 to 5 segmented in female; 5 to 6 segmented in male or
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with variable segmentation and subchirocerate. Sexual dimorphism: in
antennules, genital segmentation, P5 and P6.

Sediment samples were collected from sandy mud at Bangpoo
mangrove area in Samut Prakan province during low-tide in June (wet season)
2008 and December (dry season) 2008, the environmental factors, e.g.
salinity, temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen, organic content and grain size -
were also measured. A plastic hand-corer was inserted into the sediments, and
the retrieved top 1 cm was subsequently fixed in a solution of 10% formalin
and rose bengal. Then the cletodids were sorted and preserved in 6% buffered
formalin. Species identification was made with a stereo-microscope and a
compound microscope respectively. Finally, microphotography, dissecting,
pencil drawings were done with the aid of a camera lucida, that were later ink-

.'drawing. The representatives of cletodids were studied and compared with
some important references: Boxshall and Halsey (2004), Gee and Mu (2000),
‘Huys and Boxshall (1991) and Wells (2007).

Identification was made from morphological characters. Ten families
were discovered in the wet season as follows: Ameiridae, Canuellidae,
Cletodidae, Darcythompsoniidae, Ectinosomatidae, Laophontidae,

Longipediidae, Miraciidae, Tegastidae, and Thalestﬁdae. The same seven
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families were found in the dry season, except for three families
Darcythpmpsoniidae, Tegastidae and Thalestﬁ'dae.

The total average number of harpacticoid copepods were 1,599 ind./10
cm’ in the wet season and 1,275 ind./10 cm” in the dry season. The family
Cletodidae were most abundant in both seasons. There were 2 genera and 5
species belonging to the family Cletodidae that have been examined. Three
species of the genus Stylicletodes, and 2 species of the genus Kollerua. The

most abundant species were belonging to Stylicletodes.





