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In this investigation, the researcher was concerned to study the
backgrounds of the juveniles who have committed homicide held at the
Saraburi Juvenile Observation and Protection Center. In addition, the
researcher also investigated pertinent psychosocial factors as they have
affected the behaviors of these juveniles. |

Taking a case study approach, the researcher interviewed one of these
male juveniles and his mother. Additionally, the researcher used a battery of
psychosocial and clinical psychology tests in studying this subject.

As instruments of research. the researcher used (1) an intelligence test,

the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-Revised (WAIS-R); (2) the Rorschach
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Inkblot Test; (3) the Thematic Apperception Test (T.A.T.); (4) the House Tree

Person (H.T.P.); (5) Sacks Sentence Completion Test (S.S.C.T.); (6) the
Bender Visual Motor Gestalt Test (B.V.M.G.T.); (7) the Massachusetts Youth
Screening Instrument version 2 (MAYSI-2); and (8) the Conduct Disorder
Screening Test (C.D.S.T.). Additionally, the analysis of the data collected
from the application of this battery of tests was conducted in the light of
psychoanalytic theory, learning theory, and social psychology theory.

The results are as follows:

1. Intelligence: The results of the intelligence test showed that the
subject was situated at a borderline level with an IQ of 78. All scores on
competency were lower than average, especially in respect to resourcefulness,
acuity, complex abstract thinking, environmental ideation, concentration, and
making decisions under duress. No evidence of organic brain pathology was
detected. |

2. Personality: The juvenile subject’s level of maturity was below
average for his age. The subject gave evidence of simplistic thinking, an
inability to introspect prior to action, impatience, repression of depressed
states, and a tendency towards hyper-aggressiveness. In spite of being anti-
social, the subject was still desirous of having relationships with others. As for
his level of consciousness, it can be said that the subject felt guilty in view of
his past actions.

3. Family Relationships: The parents relinquished control of the

juvenile subject when they became estranged from him and turned over
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control to grandparents. When the subject did something wrong, paternal
punishment was quite harsh. His behavior was often compulsive and he had
had a background of abnormal behavior since the time he was a small child.
He had even been arrested for infringing the rights of others when he was
twelve years old.

4. Conclusion: The juvenile subjecf is quite dull (IQ = 78), anti-social,
evinces a tendency for hyper-aggressiveness, there is an absence of family
control and support leading the subject to imitate and thus to be unduly
influenced by his friends to engage in improver behaviors. Even though he
had complied with those who urged him to engage in illegal actions, he was
still never punished for these infractions of the law. This state of affairs
enhanced the likelihood that he would continue breaking the law with the

upshot being the commission of extremely violent antisocial actions.





