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The Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand) signed the United Nations

Convention on the Law of Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982. Nonetheless, it has failed
to ratify the convention. Pertinent is it that the principle of exclusive
economic zones (EEZs) is explicitly upheld in UNCLOS, 1982.

Moreover, inasmuch as Thailand has not ratified UNCLOS, 1982,
Thai fishing fleets and fisherman encounter problems in view of the
conditions, regulations, and provisions promulgated under the terms of
UNCLOS. Although formerly Thai fishing fleets could freely conduct fishing
operations in the Gulf of Thailand, the Andaman Sea, and other areas on the
high seas without let or hindrance, more recently waters adjacent to
neighboring countries have been closed to Thai fisheries in the wake of the

provisions of UNCLOS, 1982.
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| It would seem, however, that Thailand should request permission to
fish in these waters by virtue of having had historic fishing rights. Moreover,
in view of the announcements of neighboring countries that they will exercise
their rights in respect to EEZs, Thailand would seem to fall under the
category of geographically disadvantaged countries as delineated in Section
70 of UNCLOS, 1982. Nevertheless, other states have denied that Thailand is
geographically disadvantaged in terms of the criteria found in Section 70 of
UNCLOS.

Under Sections 61 and 62 of UNCLOS, 1982, it is explicitly stated
that states owning living natural resources should benefit from these
resources. However, if Thailand is to receive comparable benefits from
harvesting surplus living resources of the states owning these resources, it is
mandatory that it first receive permission from the countries owning said
resources.

When Thai fishing vessels set sail for purposes of fishing for living
natural resources belonging to other sub-regional or regional countries or
even on the high seas, they encounter problems in respect to the EEZs of
neighboring countries, particularly in cases in which officials of coastal states
do not act in compliance with Section 73 of UNCLOS, 1982. If such disputes
occur, Thailand should bring the disputes to the attention of officials
concerned with the processes of abatement of disputes in accordance with the

regulation of UNCLOS, 1982.
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Available nowadays is the Court of International Law of the Sea
designed to consider cases such as those that stem from disputes pursuant to
the provisidns of UNCLOS, 1982. Many cases have already been adjudicated
before this court. However, this is only the case for member states, viz., those
states which are parties to the Convention because they have ratified it. It is
therefore of paramount importance for Thailand to become a member state by
ratifying the Convention. Otherwise, Thai fisheries will continue to suffer the
consequences of not being able to appeal to the protections afforded under

the provision of UNCLOS, 1982 to member states.





