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The economic concentration 6f the East Asian Community was
initiated through the cooperation framework of ASEAN + 3 during the period
of financial crisis in East Asian region from 1997 up to the present time. The
operations of the community under study are challenged by various factors as
a search is conducted for a more formal structure more accommodating of
development.

This study of the role of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN)I in the economic concentration of East Asian community is carﬁed
out in accordance with the theory of international combination, the theory of

international dependence, the concept of national interest, and the concept of
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economic concentration. In carrying out this qualitative research investigation,
the researcher used official announcements, pacts, memoranda, and
documents issued in conjunction with official meetings at various levels in
addition to other related documents.

Findings are as follows:

It is the view of the researcher that the role of ASEAN in regard to the
economic concentration of the East Asian community should involve
developing the structure of the existing administration system along more
formal lines. Therefore, ASEAN countries need to foster a stronger economic
framework and link this with a more capacious level of economic
concentration on the snowball model.

In conclusion, the role of ASEAN vis-a-vis the economic concentratidn
of the East Asian community can affect econémies both directly and
indirectly. A relationship pattern linking the members of the East Asian
community would be the opening of free trade zones between ASEAN and the
People’s Republic of China, between ASEAN and Japan, and between
ASEAN and the Republic of Korea. All of these undertakings would lend
support to the cooperative framework of ASEAN + 3. However, the pattern of
relationship must change from a relationship between receiver country and
donor country to a relationship between countries conceived as equal parties.
Moreover, such a pattern must be based on the fact that both parties have
political, economic? and socia¥ potentialities that are sufficiently constant that
they are conducive to bringing about mutual beﬁeﬁts if more fully actualized.
Otherwise, there is no recourse but to wait for unanticipated positive factors to

make their appearance.





