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Most of natural antioxidants were obtained from plants. No_wadays natural extracts containing-
antioxidants were used in food. supplements and cosmetics. The antioxidant activity of the ethanolic
extract of Curouma comosa Roxb was evaluated by comparison with two known antioxidant standards as
quercetm and kaempferol by using two independent assays, 1nclud1ng the 1, 1-d1phenyl 2-picrylhydrazyl
(DPPH) radlcal scavengmg and Thiobarbituric acid react1ve specres (TBARS) assays. The results showed ‘
that this crude extract presented h1gh antioxidant activity in both tests. TLC analysis with DPPH assay —
guided fractionation techmque was performed for preliminary screening and the results showed that
contained several radical scavengers. The crude ethanohc extract was partmoned with three different
polarity solvents, 1nclud1ng hexane, ethyl acetate and n—butanol to give the hexane ethyl acetate and
butanol extracts. These three extracts were then ‘subjected to antioxidant act1v1ty tests by two dlfferent
assays that mentioned above. ‘The results showed that the ethyl acetate extract presented the hlghest
‘antroXIdant act1v1ty Furthermore, the chemlcal tests of ethyl acetate extract presented the occurrence of
flavonoids as the major component which are significantly 1mportant to an‘uoxrdant activity. However, it

should be further 1nvest1gated on purrﬁcatron and structure elucidation of those active compounds in the

future.





