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A clinical study of complications related to third molar surgery

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thongnard Kumchai

Department of oral surgery Faculty of Dentistry Chiangmai University

After surgical removal of the third molars, many postoperative complications have been
reported such as alveolar osteitis , infection , nerve injury , bleeding, injury to adjacent tooth etc.
These complications relate to various factors. The purpose of this study was to analyze
postoperative complications and to identify  the risk factors associated to those complications
after surgical removal of the third molars in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery,
Faculty of Dentistry , Chiang Mai University. The procedure was performed by eleven higher
postgraduated students. The data were collected from May 2005 to December 2007. There were
340 patients , 118 males and 222 females , with a mean age of 25.1 years. The study showed
the incidence of postoperative complications 8.84%. The most complications were nerve injury
(2.43%), alveolar osteitis (1.77%), infections (1.33%), respectively. Other complications were found
less than 1%. Postoperative complications were high in older patients and complete bony third molars.
Moreover, there was high incidence of postoperative complications in inverted, mesioangular and
horizontal-angular third molars, respectively. There was 50% paresthesia of the lower lip if the inferior

alveolar nerve was exposed during surgery.





