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Participation of ‘Lua’ Thai Hill Tribe People in Conservation of Natural
Resources in the Natural Forest Area : The Case Study of ‘Phuphayak’
Royal Project of Plateau Agricultural Development

Station, Nan Province
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to investigate a level of participation of ‘Lua’ Thai hill tribe people in
conservation of natural resources in the natural forest area based on the case study of ‘Phuphayak’ Royal Project
of Plateau Agricultural Development Station, 2) to examine factors related to participation of ‘Lua’ Thai hill tribe
people in conservation of natural resources in the natural forest area, and 3) to search for problems and
obstacles as well as make some suggestions in management of conserving natural resources and the environment

for development of people’s quality of life. The population used in the study was 279 ‘Lua’ Thai hill tribe
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people who were a leader or representative of ‘Lua’ Thai hill tribe family who resided in the area of ‘Phuphayak’
Royal Project of Plateau Agricultural Development Station. The instrument used in collecting the data was a
questionnaire whose reliability value was 0.96. Statistics used for analyzing data were percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and t-test as well as F-test for hypothesis testing.

The results were found as follows. 1) The degree of participation as a whole was at moderate level.
Considering it by aspect, two aspects of moderate level and two aspects of low level were participation in
benefits, participation in building a conscious mind, participation in follow-up and evaluation, and participation in
making a decision respectively. 2) The factors that affected participation in conservation of natural resources
varied in degree according to sex, educational attainment, and occupation. And 3) the problems and obstacles
consisted of the respect of getting informed from various media, the respect of poverty of people as a result of
insufficient incomes which could not meet all their expenses in the household, and the respect of ignorance of
the problem state in conservation of natural resources and the environment in the community being

encountered.

Keywords : Participation / ‘Lua’ Thai Hill Tribe People / Conservation of Natural Resources / Natural Forest
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