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In this thesis entitled “Power Base Building and Local Politics: A Case
Study of the Bang Khun Kong Subdistrict Administration Organization,
Nonthaburi Province,” the researcher is concerned to investigate the four
following issues:

(1)The knowledge and understanding of elections and the political
culture of residents in the Bang Khun Kong Subdistrict Administration
Organization area; (2) election behaviors at the local level of the residents
under study; (3) factors affecting power base building and local politics in the

area under study; and (4) guidelines for fostering the development of accurate
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knowledge and understanding, as well as appropriate political behaviors as a
way to provide solutions to existing problems and overcoming current
obstacles.

Findings are as follows:

The chief executive of Bang Khun Kong Subdistrict Administration
Organization has built a power base for himself in the course of becoming a
candidate for office. He is close to residents in the area, well-known, and is
considered trustworthy by the residents. In addition, his pelrfonnance and
work are responsive to the needs of the residents in various aspects. He,
moreover, has worked for the benefit of all residents and on principle has
eschewed discrimination between residents.

Suggestions to candidates and members of political groups (subdistrict
administration organization) to be used as guidelines in efficiently and
successfully executing local political tasks are as follows: (1) Expedite the
public relations of one’s own group in order to make the general public
perceive and understand who its candidates and group members are and what
they stand for in a straightforward fashion; (2) increase intra-group activities

50 z.lé-to stimulate greater commitment and overtly foster organizational
coherence; (3) provide training and seminars so as to impart knowledge and
enhance the political roles played by group members; (4) increase the
frequency of meeting with members of the general public; (5) augment the use
of local mass media for maximum benefits in the course of providing specific
information to members of the general public through various channels; and

(6) foster activities conducive to community development in a serious and
dedicated fashion for the benefit of all members of the community and not

just to serve the interests of narrowly delimited groups, thereby generated

community trust, acceptance, and confidence in one’s political organization.





