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In carrying out this research investigation entitled “An Analysis of the
Supernatural in the Short Stories of Hem Wetchakon,” the researcher utilized
five “Pood Pee Peesaj Thai” books republished by Viriya Publishing House in
2004. These five volumes contain 101 short stories with only some of these
short stories being selected for close analysis.

Research objectives were to study the characteristics of the
supernatural in Hem Wetchakon’s short stories and the techniques used for
creating supernatural characters in these stories.

The characteristics of the supernatural as depicted in Hem Wetchakon’s

short stories fall into three categories. These categories are the ghosts,
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superstition, and amulet or fetish categories. Most of the supematurai elements
in Hem Wetchakon’s short stories involve ghosts, spirits or Opapatika. As far
as the superstition and amulet or fetish elements are concerned, they are just
accompaniments to the telling of ghost, spirit, or Opapatika story telling.
Through this short story, Hem Wetchakon shows the Thais evince belief and
faith in such supernatural beings.

In these short stories, there are eight types of ghosts, spirits or Opapatika:
(1) jack-o’-lanterns; (2) ta-kien ghosts; (3) etheric bodies; (4) ogres; (5) hungry
ghosts; (6) giants; (7) gnomes (gliardians of treasures); and (8) the ghosts of
animals. As depicted in the short stories, these supernatural beings were both
similar to and different from those in beliefs which had been previously
conveyed in narrations.

Hem's short stories reflected the beliefs of those who hold that human
spirits can be seen. However, such spirits must be related in some fashion to
those who saw them or otherwise engrossed in those who witnessed their
presence. There are several ways in which these spirits are depicted in Hem’s
short stories. For example, the spirits become visible in the shape of a person,
m the form of an odor or sound, in the form of displaying their power, and in
being transformed into animals. All of this is connected with the belief that
the human world and the spirit world are in contact and so sprits can directly

contact humans, possess the souls of humans, or appear in the dreams humans

have.
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In respect to the techniques Hem used in creating supernatural
characters in his short stories, it was found that he created three kinds of
supernatural characters: human characters, non-human characters and animal
characters.

Hem’s creation of characters is unique when it comes to creating ghost
characters that take on human appearance and are visible to people who are
unaware that they are actually ghosts. However, when the event in which the
ghosts had appeared passes, those to whom the ghosts had appeared realized
that they had actually seen ghosts. Moreover, a human male and a non-human
female are depicted as living together and having a spousal relationship.

For purposes of analysis, the researcher broughf to bear Sigmund
Freud’s theory of the Oedipus complex on these short stories. In the light of
Freudian theory, the researcher has concluded that Hem Wetchakon created
these characters on the basis of his own experience and fears through the
operations of his subconscious mind and imagination. For instance, most of
the human characters were male and were conceived as being similar to the
author. On the other hand, most of the non-human characters were female.

Finally, most of the characters assumed good roles.





