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Media Literacy and Media Exposure during the Political Crises
: A Case Study of Ramkhamhaeng University Lecturers
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ABSTRACT 2332686

Title Media Literacy and Media Exposure during the Political Crises:
A Case Study of Ramkhamhaeng University Lecturers

Researcher  SIRIPHORN VEERACHOTI

Year 2009

The purposes of this study are to investigate media exposure in political
news and to examine media literacy levels of Ramkhamhaeng University
lecturers during the political crises. A questionnaire is the instrument to collect
data from 387 lecturers in August 2009 when Thai society was in the midst of
intense political Conﬂict. Mass media were used by political groups to convince
the public oftheir-positions. Consequently, Thailand had faileﬁ into economic,

social, and political crises. The data from the questionnaires were analyzed in

terms of frequency, percentage, mean, analysis of variance, and correlation
using a computer package.

The results revealed that the lecturers acquired news from television,
the Internet, newspaper, and radio in descending order. Regarding to the news
contents, the lecturers were exposed to (from most to least) news events,
technological knowledge and advancement, political news, and foreign news.
They paid least attention to entertainment news. The main reasons they used
websites included the need for information and knowledge. The next reasons
were to confer their individual status and to have social interactions.

Similar results were found in their uses of news contents via cable television
and satellite broadcasts. They used these two channels to gain news, academic
knowledge, and technological advancement. Again, they paid less attention to

entertainment than documentary news and tourism. The media they used for
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acquiring political news were (form most to least) television, newspaper, radio,
and the Internet.

The Iécturers used political news for catching up with political events,
and next for their social interactions. In fact, they used the political news to
confirm their beliefs as well as to confer their status. Their exposure to political
news led to moderate stress among most of them; 78.55 percent of them had a
moderate level of media literacy, whereas 11.37 had a low level. The younger
lecturers spent more time daily on exposure thaﬁ the older ones. The different
periods of time during a day when they used the media exposed did not lead to
different levels of stress. Finally, their different‘teaching experience did not

contribute to their different levels of media literacy.





