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This research project aims (1) to investigate vocational courses offered
by community colleges that the communities were invblved in designing
curricula (2) to analyze the role of community colleges in creating vocational
network in communities (3) to explore the vocational and network assistance
needed by communities (4) to examine the degree of alliance between
community colleges and communities.

Population in this project was directors, instructors and community
leaders or their representatives in 4 community colleges located in
northeastern region namely (1) Burirum Community College (2) Mukdahan
Community College (3) Nongbualumphu Community College and (4)
Yasothon Community College.

The researcher surveyed all of the 4 locations to observe general
conditions and perform in-depth interviews regarding to (1) curriculum design
(2) curriculum administration (3) curriculum evaluation (4) roles in creating
vocations for communities (5) other issues. Open-ended interview protocol

was used. Informants included 4 directors, 8 chairpersons of short vocational
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courses, 20 instructors of these courses and 20 community leaders/members or
their representatives. Altogether 52 informants were interviewed. This
research proje.ct is a qualitative research. Results were interpreted based on
interviewed data and relevant document.

The results revealed that each community college offered 20-40 short
vocational courses in 2009. Most courses were offered in response to the
needs of learners and communities. The colleges’ representatives made
frequent visit to members and leaders in communities regularly to survey data
regarding the condition of life and community’s needs -in order to draft
curricula. Most short courses are designed to finish within 3 months, most
ranges from 30 to 60 hours.

Community colleges acted as the center to link communities and other
organizations, both public and private, in the area. Regarding the creation and
support of vocational network, community colleges aét as an academic center
that seeks knowledge needed by communities from various sources and
organized them into formal curricula.

Communities perceived that community colleges acted as mentors in
creating, expanding and joining networks. They reported that community
colleges continuously motivate locals act as leaders to create alliance and
network with local businesses, private and public sectors.

Community colleges in the northeastern region emphasize the
establishment of education service centers in communities and provinces that

lack education institutions. Community leaders around the education service

centers were involved in designing short vocational courses hence create close
cooperation in the form of network between community colleges and other
organizations towards the same direction and goal. Furthermore, community
colleges established frameworks for cooperation and various levels of

relationship in accordance to the needs of communities.





