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In this thesis, the researcher presents (1) an analysis of cremation books
published between 1988 and 2008 in the aspects of biographies of the dead,
in-memoriam speeches, book covers, contents, size, illustrations, numbcr of
pages, and publishers. Moreover, the researcher investigates (2) the
relationship between contents and the dead in addition to considering (3) the
trend of the contents of cremation books published between 1988 and 2008.

'The researcher analyzed the data taken from 600 cremation books held
by the National Library of Thailand (NLT). The research methodology

utilized involved the study and :analysis of cremation books published
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batween 1988 and 2008 through recording the details of cremation books in a
data record form.
Techniques of statistics used in the analysis of the data collected were
“frequency, and percentage in addition to the slope method. -

Findings are as follows:

1. In regard to biographies of the dead, in-memoriam speéches, book
covers, contents, size, illustrations, number of pages, and publishers, the
following were found:

(1) The dead were more frequently males whose occupations had been
that of civil officials with professional aspects to their careers.

(2) In-memoriam speeches mostly consisted of biographies of the dead,
in-memoriam speeches from people related to the dead, and by writers who
were not relatives. The style of writing involved the use of both prose and
poetry.

(3) Most of the book covers had illustrations of the colored type.

(4) Most of the contents pertained to the areas of religion and history.

(5) In size, most were eight decimo (or approximately 7.5 X 10.25
inches).

(6) Most of the illustrations were those of the dead and illustrations
accompanying the contents.

(7) As for the number of pages, most of the books contained more than
200 pages.

(8) Most of the publishers were private companies.
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2. The relationship between the contents and the dead was found to be
f(r:’c:);rrelated in the aspect of the works of the dead, things they liked or were
“interested in, /their original domicile or the province where they were born,

their family, and the occupation or work of the dead.

3. In regard to the trend of contents, it was found that the areas in
which there was a tendency for these publications to evince an increase were
the arts and entertainment, religion, and philosophy, respectively. The
contents that displayed tendencies to be less published were inrthe areas of
miscellaneous, history, and literature, respectively. |

Findings from this research investigation indicate that cremation books
are valuable and have the characteristics of rare books worthy of being

preserved so that future generations will be able to peruse them.





