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In this thesis, the researcher investigates 1) the responsiveness of
community radio programs to audience needs; and 2) the patterns, contents,
presentation techniques, and the characteristics of these radio programs vis-a-
vis audience needs as categorized in terms of demographical characteristics.

The sample population consisted of 400 residents of the Chak Luk Ya
community, Huai Pong subdistrict, Muang district, Rayong province.

A questionnaire was used as an instrument of research.

Techniques of descriptive statistics used in analyzing the data collected

were percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The techniques of ¢ test and

F test were also employed for testing purposes.
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Findings are as follows: -

1. In regard to the demographical characteristics of the members of the
audience surveyed, it was found that the majority were males, between the
ages of twenty-one and thirty, and were employed as company or private
sector employees. Most of them had an educational level lower than that of
lower secondary school and had a monthly income of less than 150,000 baht.

2. In an overall picture, the need to listen to community radio programs
was evinced at a high level (X = 3.60) When considered in each aspect, the
needs in descending order were as follows: contents (X = 3.76) presentation
techniques (X = 3.71) and the patterns of the programs (X = 3.33)
respectively. |

3. In hypothesis testing, the researcher found that there were
differences in the needs to listen to community radio stations by members of
the sample population as classified by the demographical characteristic of age
in an overall picture and in each aspect in the following manner. Differences
in age were paralleled by differences in program patterns at the statistically
significant level of 0.05 The contents and the presentation technique were
found to correspond to differences in age at the statistically significant level of
0.01 |

In regard to occupation, it was found that program patterns concomi-
tantly differed at the statistically significant level of .01 In respect to program

contents, programs patterns, and presentation techniques, it was found that
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these aspects were correlated with audience needs at the statistically
significant level of .01

| It was found that those surveyed who were between the ages of thirty-
one and forty exhibited parallel differences from those under the age of
tWenty and those between the ages of twenty and thirty. However, those who
were forty-one years of age or older, those who were less than twenty years
old, and those between the ages of thirty-one and forty displayed correspond-
ding differences in respect to levels of needs to listen to community radio
programs in the aspect of content at the statistically significant level of 0.05

Furthermore, the researcher determined that the levels of needs to listen

to community radio programs in the aspects of program content, program
patterns, and presentation techniques were at the highest level. The mean was
higher than were needs at the high, average, and low levels. The difference

was at the statistically significant level of .05





