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In this study of “Community Participation in Environmental
Conservation: A Case Study of Community Forest Conservation in Surat
Thani Province,” the researcher found that nowadays community forest
activities enable community members to benefit from forests in the area of
their community both directly and indirectly. Invoked is a kind of mutual
ownership imbued with love of the forest instilled by community. residents
believing that they indeed possess their own community forest. Attitudes such
as these foster cooperation in helping to maintain the community forest as a

collective endeavor.
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The researcher found that participation in the community forest project
“of Ban Tham Phueng was at a high level with participants manifesting
':riih:iﬁative, méking decisions on their own, and being able to operate the
“project. It was determined that this participation was highly efficient.

The community foresf project was initiated by the members of the
cbmmunity themselves. Its management was conducted on the basis of
cbmmunity decision making. Regulations and rules have been formulated by
the community and infractions are punished on the basis of suggestions
offered by community forest officials.

These efforts have met with great success. However, the overall and
continuing success of community forest initiatives if carried out in a
sustainable manner will be dependent on continuous support from the state in
the following aspects:

1. The aspect of policy: The state needs to formulate policies
concretely promoting community forest projects in a clear fashion that can be
carried out effectively on a practical level and is in conformity with the way
of life of such communities.

2. The aspect of budget: The state must participate by providing a
continuous budget for management, inasmuch as the management of
community forgst projects incurs operational expenses. If budget requirements
were constantly met, then the members of the community would be motivated

to persist in the projects without surcease.
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3. The aspect of law: The state must promulgate unequivocal laws -
regulating the use of forests and which are in conformity with the way of life
of the communities affected.

 4.The aspect of knowledge and understanding: Agencies involved in |
gommumty forest activities and projects must disseminate accurate scientific
Vliqlﬁr)\ryrledge in order to foster correct understanding of community forests on
the part of local participants. Local community members must accordingly be

encouraged to see the benefits flowing from having and maintaining a

community forest.





