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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) Thai political party
problems occurring after the promulgation of the Constitution of the Kingdom
of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007); (2) the impact of the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007) requiring political parties to make
adjustments; and (3) the adjustments actually made by Thai political parties
after the promulgation of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2550 (2007). |

In respect to the problems of adjustment experienced by Thai political

parties under the aforesaid conditions, findings are as follows:
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Finding No.1 is as follows:
| VThe government under the leadership of the former Thai Rak Thai
' Party managed the country smoothly without obstacles in the period between
2001 and 2004 during its first term in office. Commencing in the second term
at the end of 2005, currents of resistance emanated from various groups.

The most pfominent opposition group was named the “Péople’s
Alliance for Democracy” by its members. Members of this group mounted
demonstrations designed to remove the prime minister from office. It was held
that there were sufficient grounds for removal in view of corruption in framing
and executing governmental policies and the attempt to hide the sell of shares
in family owned companies to a transnational company. This led to the view
that the prime minister was corrupt and so morally unfit he could not be
allowed to remain in office.

In addition, conﬁicts between political parties and extreme social
divisions became so exacerbated throughout the nation that it appeared no
solution could be found. Parliament was thereupon dissolved and new elections
set so that the electorate could decide the issue of governance. The impending
election was scheduled to take place on April 2, 2006. However, in the event,
the new elections did not succeed in resolving the conflicts between political
parties. To the contrary, the elections seemed only to add fuel to the fire.

The upshot was a coup d’Otat executed on September 19, 2006.
Time was subsequently spent on the drafting of the Constitution of

2007 by the Constitution Drafting Council (CDC). The Constitution of 2007
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was promulgated as the 18" permanent issue of the Cbnstitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007).

e _Political parties were required to make structural adjustments to satisfy
‘the requirements of the new Constitution. This was the first Constitution that
unequivocally declares the principle that members of the House of
Representatives can queStion, discuss, or offer a vote of no coﬁﬁdence in the
Prime Minister as the leader of the party regardless of the wishes of the party
to which he or she is the leader.

o Finding No. 2 is as follows:

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007)
changed the system of government system from a semi-parliamentary system
to a fully-fledged parliamentary system. This change strengthens parliament
in comparison to its prior situation under the Constitution of B.E. 2540 (1997)
in which a semi-parliamentary system gave greater power to the administration
heading the executive branch of government.

The impact on political parties of these constitutional changes involves
political structures, political parties, and political rules and regulations. Thus,
glmost half of the members of the Senate are appointees, a state of affairs in
itself we_akenirig the executive branch of the government. This augments the
powérs assumed by the legislative and judicial branches of government at the
expense of the executive branch. Monopoly of power on the part of the
executive branch is curtailed and opportunities to examine policies and

measures are increased. The citizenry exercising the franchise can now take
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“action through the operations of the Constitutional Tribunal if the government
takes actions in violation of the Constitution. Thus, the powers of the executive
branch have been weakened under the new Constitution. The administration in
power must be more responsive to the citizenry and must adhere to constitutional
requirements on pain of being called to heel by the electorate.

Finding No.3 is as follows:

The current political system has new rules and regulations affecting the
political process and attendant political behaviors, especially in view of the
emergence of participatory democracy with standards approaching international
standards. This allows for problems to be solved institutionally without
irreconcilable conflicts and political stalemate. Political parties can now serve
as intermediate organizations linking governmental administration and
provincial political organizations. The current political system provides the
means whereby all strata of the citizenry can be represented.

If the political system or the Constitution is inadequate to the task, the
inevitable consequence is conflict between political parties. Calls for correcting
the problem will engender further conflict as so often happened in the past.
But under the new Constitution this sorry state of affairs should no longer

readily occur.





