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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) the motivation of graduate
students in pursuing the Master of Education degree at Ramkhamhaeng University
(RU) in regard to three aspects. These three aspects are self-expectations; the
influences of personal media and mass media; and the university’s reputation,
the curriculum, and instruction and study. The researcher is also concerned (2)
to compare the motivation of these graduates by reference to the demographical
characteristics of gender, age, field of study, work experience, and income.

Using the proportional sampling method, the researcher selected a saniple

population consisting of 276 graduate students enrolled in the Faculty of
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Education at RU. The researcher constmcted a questionnaire couched at the
reliability level of 0.95 and used it as an instrument of research to collect data.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation. In addition,
the techniques of ¢ test and One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were also
employed for testing purposes. ‘

Findings are as follows:

1. The motivation of the graduate students under study in pursing the
Master of Education degree was determined to be at a high level overall and
in the aspects of self-expectations, being influenced by personal media and
mass media, and the university’s reputation, curriculum and instruction and
sfudy.

2. In comparing the motivation of these graduate students by reference
to the demographical characteristic of gender it was found that differences in
gender were not correlated with motivation at the statistically significant level
of .05 both overall and in each aspect.

However, graduate students who differed in the demographical
characteristic of age did exhibit concomitant differences in moﬁvation at the
statistically significant level of 0.05 in respect to the aspects of being influenced
By personal media and mass media and the university’s reputation, curriculum,
and instruction and study.

It was additionally found that graduate students who differed in the

demographical characteristic of field of study displayed corresponding
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differences in motivation at the statistically significant level of 0.05 both overall
and in each aspect.

Furthermore, graduate students who differed in the demographical
characteristic of work experience displayed parallel differences at the statisticélly
significant level of 0.05 in motivation in the aspect of the university’s reputation,
curriculum, and instruction and study.

Finally, it was determined that graduate students who differed in income
additionally revealed differences at the statistically significant level of 0.05 in
respect to motivation in the aspects of self-expectations and the university’s

reputation, curriculum, and instruction and study.





