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In this thesis, the researcher delineates (1) the demographical charac-
teristics of selected adolescents residing in the Mueang District, Nonthaburi
province. Considered also are (2) the exposure behaviors of these adolescents
vis-a-vis television documentary programs. In addition, investigated are (3)
the contents and (4) patterns of these programs.

The sample population consisted of 400 Mathayom Sueksa 1 to 6
students enrolled in schools in the Mueang district under the supervision of
the Nonthaburi Educational Service Area Office 1. The researcher used a

questionnaire to collect data.
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Techniques of descriptive statistics used in the analysis of the data
collected were frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. ¢ test
and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were also employed for testing
purposes.

Findings are as follows:

1. In respect to the demographical characteristics of the adolescents
under study, the majority were females who were sixteen or seventeen years
of age and who were studying at the Mathayom Sueksa 5 level.

2. In regard to exposure behaviors vis-a-vis television documentary
programs, it was found that most of the viewers viewed the programs alone
on Channel 9. They preferred to view the programs on Saturday and Sunday
between 4.05 and 8.00 p.m. a time period they found appropriate for viewing.
The time spent in viewing the programs was more than 50 minutes. The period
of time that had lapsed since they commenced viewing the programs was more
than six months. They knew of the programs through viewing television
advertisements. The reason for viewing the programs was that they found
them interesting.

3. In respect to program contents, the researcher found that most of the
programs were documentary programs about nature. In respect to the contents,
the researcher is of the opinion that current programs should incorporate a
number of new patterns conducive to additional benefits accruing to viewers.
The programs should be augmented and fortified by the addition of more
scientific information and content of educational benefit.

4. In regard to the patterns of the programs under study, it was found
that most of the viewers preferred to view drama programs in which the nar-
rative was interesting and which stimulated viewers to follow the unfolding
of the actions depicted. Some touristic events depicted were on location and
not confined to the studio. Most of the viewers canvassed were in favor of the

programs being extended for a period longer than 45 minutes.





