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In this dissertation, the researcher is concerned to study the major
factors that affect infectious waste management in the Kingdom of Thailand
(Thailand) as carried out by governmental agencies, private sector enterprises,
or non-profit organizations.

In carrying out this qualitative research investigation, the instruments
of research used to collect appropriate data were field studies, documentary
analyses, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions with rﬁajor informants
in addition to participatory and non-participatory observation requiring
contextual or environmental intérpretation.

Findings are as follows:
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The major factors that affect infectious waste mariagement in Thailand
can be classified as follows:

Three factors have been identified as obstacles: (1) A failure to
implement infectious waste management policy because there is no actual
agency designated to control infectious waste management, a state of affairs
leading to absence of control and a failure to enforce the law in a strict
manner. (2) There is a lack of awareness and irresponsibility on the part of |
parties who generate waste products but fail to separate infectious waste
products from waste products as a whole. Finally, (3) insufficient resources
and activities are devoted to infectious waste management in terms of
manpower and equipment.

Four factors conducive to effective infectious waste managemént
control have been identified as follows: (1) active implementation of thé "
policy in terms of instructions, standardized control, and explicit terms of
designating reference; (2) offering rewards or other motivating forms of
inducement, especially monetary, for compliance; (3) developing awareness
and a sense of responsibility by providing information that is necessary to the
proper understanding of the affects infectious wastes can have on the
environment and other people; and (4) making certain that concerned
organizations ha\{e'sufﬁcient resources to deal with infectious waste,

2>

especially the “seven M’s,” to wit,. manpower, machinery, money (capital),

marketing, management, mofality, and morale.
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Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations
concerning the treatment of infectious waste products are offered by the
researcher:

There should be a diversity of infectious waste management strategies
in view of differences in localities, constraints, conditions, and situations.

In addition, attention is called to the fact that infectious waste products
can be treated through applications of the five following approaches:

(1) Infectious waste products can be treated at the point of origin by the
generating parties themselves. The reason for this is that the transportation of
infectious wastes to off-site waste treatment plants not only augments costs in
view of fuel requirements, it also increases the possibility of waste leakage
during transportation. If infectious waste products are treated at the point of
origin, this would also obviate the need for communities to provide additional
infectious waste incinerators or treatment facilities.

(2) Organizations can seek help from Buddhist temples in treating
infectious wastes because neighboring communities accept cremations being
held at local temples. And as a matter of fact, sites for holding cremations af
temples were in some cases constructed even before communities in which
they were located became heavily populated. Sites for cremations are well-
accepted and so there should be no resistance or complaints concerning the
incineration of infectious waste products on temple grounds.

(3) To avoid possible conflicts, communities can be involved in the

process of infectious waste treatment through applying the principle of “co-
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In this case, community

?»

optation” to create “community benefits.
participation would be sought by means of acquiring subsidies for the
purposes of inVestment in treatment facilities and technique, while making
certain that all parties in the community concerned receive completely-
distributed and equal benefits from businesses conducting community
infectious waste treatment services.

(4) Business-oriented governmental management must be based on the
concept that infectious waste treatment not only requires responsible
management, but can also generate business opportunities just as can any
other business. It is therefore the duty of local administration agencies to
view infectious waste treatment in their communities from the vantage point
of entrepreneurs with government officials in effect becoming profit seekers.

(5) The cooperative approach to management in government in which
public and private sectors work together should become standard. Such a
double-pronged approach to management can take advantage of the strengths
of both sectors even when local administrative agencies are officially in
charge of the treatment of infectious waste products. In this scenario, private
sector entrepreneurs could ensure that their own staff members were brought
into the effort of infectious waste treatment under their own direction while at
the same time using equipment provided by the public sector. Such a process,
however, must focus on and take into consideration the benefits gained by the
public as the most important principle governing the scenario taken as a

whole.





