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The current natural resources crisis partly stems from scientific
methods of natural resources management. These methods bring in their wake
natural disasters gravely affecting human beings. Therefore, it is nowadays of
paramount importance to find alternatives in natural reseurces management
allowing for nature and humanity to coexist in harmony. As such, in this
study, the researcher investigates alternatives in natural resources
management grounded in Buddhist principles.

The sample population consisted of selected forest terﬁples in the
northeast of the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand). These forest temples were

selected because they are committed to the sustainable management of
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“natural resources. In carrying out this investigation, the researcher framed the
ffi‘i(')il'oWing research questions:

(1) How do forest temples in the northeast of Thailand manage natural
resources? (2) What are the problems in and obstacles to the management of
nﬁtﬁral resources under the control of the forest temples under study? (3)
Which Buddhisty principles are in congruence with the management of natural
resources evinced by the forest temples under study? (4) In respect to the
determination of policy, what are the concepts of natural resources
management using Bﬁddhist principles that can be appropriately suggested?

In this qualitative research inquiry, the researcher considers (1) the
natural resources management of selected forest temples in the northeast of
Thailand; (2) analyzes putative knowledge in natural resources management
involving the application of Buddhist principles; and (3) offers a conceptual
apparatus that can be used in determining natural resources management by
reference to the practice of the forest temples under study.

The framework for this study consisted of the following:

Step 1. The researcher compared scientific and Buddhist theories of
natural resources management. Utilized were the concepts and organizational
theory propagated by Sangha organizations in respect to natural resources
management. As such, the researcher studied appropriate documents taken
from the Tipitaka (“Three Baskets” or the Pali canon), commentaries, written

requests for donations, articles, and related research materials.
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Step 2. Fielrd study was conducted at six forest temples: Nong Saeng
Forest Temple, Udon Thani; Dong Chomphuphan Forest Temple, Sakon
Nakhon; Sukhato Forest Temple, Chaiyaphum; Prom Prathan Forest Temple,
Roi Et; Phu Pha Sung Forest Temple, Nakhon Ratchasima; and Nong Krai
Forest Temple, Yasothon.

Step 3. The concepts, theories, and the process of natural resources
management extracted from executing Step 1 and the results of the study of
natural resources management utilized by the forest temples under study in
step 2 were analyzed.

Step 4. The results from the three steps were synthesized,
summarized, and explicated so as to construct an applicable body of
knowledge in natural resources management using Buddhist principles by
reference to the practices of the forest temples in the northeast of Thailand.

Findings indicate that forest temples have tried to protect and maintain
Buddhism as well as to assist society, especially in the aspect of natural
resources management. It was also found that natural resources management
of the forest temples under investigation involved planning. However,
planning was conducted in an informal manner. Authority was highly
centralized. Nonetheless, the chain of command was not explicitly stated or
drawn up formally. Much more important than position held was seniority.
Communication inside the forest temples and between the temples and the
outside world was mainly verbal. The money used for management mostly

came from donations. Temple leaders are monks who exhibit high levels of
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perseverance and devotion. They are practitioners and advocates at the same
time. Management control and evaluation were mostly conducted by abbots,
but in an informal manner.

In addition, it was found that forest temples utilized five major
eonceptua] approaches in managing natural resources as follows: (1) concepts
of science and Buddhist ethics were mixed; (2) middle path concepts were
‘applied; (3) structural management concepts were extrapolated; (4) holistic
concept were utilized; and (5) concepts promoting the attainment of wisdom
were incorporated. In addition, the forest temples managed natural resources
on the basis of five major models: (1) a participatory model; (2) a networking
model; (3) a sufficiency economy model; (4) a community culture model; and
(5) a natural model.

Moreover, the researcher uncovered problems in and obstacles to
natural resources management by the forest temples under investigation as
follows:

(1) Internal problems such as the problem of insufficient funding, the
health of abbots, and the shortage of equipment and tools that can be used to
extinguish forest fires.

(2) Obstacles resulting from external factors such as differences in the
interpretation of Buddhist principles, and the organizational structure of the
Sangha. Obstacles also arise from inflexible bureaucratic rules and
regulations, and an absence of support by the central Sangha organization and

other agencies, especially those of the public sector, as well as conflicts of
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interest between fqrrner land owners and capitalists. There are also obstacles
to changing the values and attitudes of villages into modern values and
attitudes, as well as obstacles presented by forest fires.

Buddhist principles that are congruent with the natural resources
management of these forest temples consist of major Buddhist principles such
as Paticcasamuppada (the Law of Causation) or Idappaccayata (specific
conditionality), forbearance, honesty, conscientiousness, non-violence,
mindfulness, loving-kindness, compassion, Sikkhattaya (the Threefold
Learning), and the Middle Path.

Theoretical investigation shows that natural resources management
according to Buddhist concepts is congruent with modern concepts of natural
resources management. An example of this is in ethical natural resources
management involving two levels of goals and methods, i.e. the Lokiya
(mundane) level and the Lokuttara (supramundane) level. These two levels
are flexibly intercalated through a mutual core the researcher calls “a spiral
connection.”

The researcher would like to offer some policy suggestions as follows:

Findings indicate that the state has tried to exercise authority over the
Sangha through determining its structure at the macro-level. Moreover, forest
temples do not receive support from the state in certain areas. Therefore, the

following suggestions are offered:
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(1) State policy should be to refrain from interference in Sangha
management in view of its status as the primary arbiter of matters ethical and
moral.

(2) State policy should be supportive of the efforts of the forest
temples to benefit from forest areas in order to promote Buddhist practices so
as to revitalize and maintain forests and water resources on a continuous
basis. |

(3) The state should adopt an educational policy requiring the study of
natural resources management and the environment according to Buddhist
concepts and to develop a corresponding curriculum from the primary to the
university levels, especially in Sangha universities. At present, separate
faculties or institutes should be established devoted to Buddhist concepts of
natural resources management. In addition, the study of environment
management should cover the three dimensions of science, society, and
Buddhism.

(4) The state should determine an overall policy for natural resources
management at fhe national level. This policy should be congruent with the
Buddhist concepts and guidelines (model) of natural resources management

| presented in chapter five in a fashion that is compatible with other practical
applications along the same and congruent with economic, social, and
political management stemming from the public sphere.

In addition, findings indicate that natural resources management in

accordance with Buddhist concepts is congruent with the concepts of modern
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natural resources management. The researcher, therefore, suggests (5) the
integration of Buddhist concepté of natural resources management and those
of scientific natural resources management or other approaches in addition to
integrating the interpretation of scientific and Buddhist principles. The
integrated framework should be implemented in actual natural resources
management. |

(6) A Buddhist rhetoric of natural resources management should be
created to combat conventional developmental rhetoric. This Buddhist
rhetoric would integrate Buddhist principles and principles of scientific
natural resources management or those of other approaches.

In regard to practical recommendations, the researcher recommends
publicizing Buddhist principles of environmental management. These
principles should be embodied in temple training curriculums. They should
be taught in educational institutions in order to foster the further development
of Buddhist principles and to develop skills in social analysis, philosophical
thinking and Buddhist ethics so as to develop a Buddhist wisdom capable of
solving natural resources problems. Therefore, agencies concerned should be
aware and attempt to develop such an educational program.

Findings from this research indicate that there are certain issues related
to the concept of the management of natural resources according to Buddhist
principles which have not been studied. In the researcher’s view, the study of
these principles would be beneficial to academics and other interested people.

The researcher would like to suggest the following issues as being worthy of

further investigation: (1) a comparison of the Buddhist concept of natural
resources management and that of the sufficiency economy; and (2) changes
in Buddhist coneepts of natural resources management in Thai society from

1962 to the present.





