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This research is a diachronic study of some indefinite proncuns and interrogative pronouns
which are homophonous and homographic in Thai. The data used are based on published documents
dated from the Sukhothai period to the present.

Based on the data, 30 homophonous and homographic pairs of indefinite and interrogative
pronouns have been found. They can be classified by forms into 2 types : the simple and
compounding forms. it was only in the Sukhothai period that the two types were found, in the other
periods only the compounding form occurred.

Indefinite pronouns occur in different contexts from intermogative pronouns. Syntactically, an
indefinite pronoun can occur with 3 types of modifiers. It can also occur as an object of a negated
predicate, in a yes-nc question, in a subordinate clause and in a co-ordinate clause. An interrogative
pronoun, on the other hand, cannot occur in those contexts.

Semantically, an indefinite pronoun can occur either in specific or non-specific contexts, It can
also occur in a speech act in which a spezker either has or does not have previous information. An
interrogative pronoun, on the other hand, can occur only in a specific context, the speaker does not
have previous information and would like to get it from the hearer.

To deal with the development of these 30 homophonous and homographic indefinite and
interrogative pronouns, grammaticalization of them is studied. It can be concluded that indefinite
pronouns are grammaticalized from intermogatie pronouns through the following processes
divergence, obligatorification, decategorialization, reanalysis, gcneralization and metaphorical
extension.In this study cnly 2 words : phu:-daj and thaw-daj are found to have displayed the

development from the Sukhothai period until the present.





