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The fécf that the state still blocks the general public form participation
in environmental management will not only make the state agencies not
having people’s cooperation or not to enable the general public to feel that
they are part of the environmental management, but also the state must facé
with various problems and obstacles i.e. the problems of conflicts between
membérs of the general pﬁblic and state agencies. It is necessary that people
have participation by allowing members of the general public to know a

variety of information in state agencies. If state officials deny the right of the
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~ people in receiving the information or not cooperate or not inform the general
public who have the right that such information is deemed confidential
related to the maintenance of the national security or fall into the exception of
not having to be disclosed according to the law, such acts are considered the |
use of authority that affects the right of the general public. The cor}stitution of
the kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007) gives the right to the general
public in having participation with the state in environmental management. It
is therefore‘ considered that the right to participation of the general public in
environmental management is deemed to be the right and duties of the

general public in accordance with the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand.

Giving the general public the opportunity to access state information is
necessary in participation in expressing opinions regarding projects or
activities of the state. The opportunities for participation are important in
expressing opinions in projects or activities of the state. The members of the
general public should be allowed to participate in environmental management
in all steps insofar as there is no final decision made by the state. Although
the right in protecting, rhaintaining, and managing the environment in
Thailand is in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007),
it does not achieve success. Problems arise in having access to the
information of the state with the general public having limitation in
accordance with the Act of Government Information B.E. 2540 (1997). State

projects or activities are the information in the power of state to disclose,
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deny, avoid disclosing information, or inform of the reasons before and after
making decision by state officials to inform members of the general public.
This leads to conflicts resulting in damages to life, physique, health, and
property of both public and private sectors.

The use of /state' power to manage the environment and the giving of
opportunity to the members of the general public from the frameworkvof the
law give the opportunity to registered private organizations that may receive
support from government in many forms i.e. giving suggestions to the
government or government agencies related to the protect\ion of the environment
and the preservation of natural resources. Although the state does not deny
such right in an absolute manner, the consideration of related provisions and
the decision of state officials in many provisions, especially the provisions on
approval in the report of an analysis of environmental effects by the cabinet
or the expert committee evoke diéapproval and objection from the general
public. This becomes conflicts that destroy and damage the country investment
climate and damage life, physique, health, and property of the public sector
and individuals. The law, howéyer, prescribes that all sectors of society help
promote and maintain the quality of the national environment. Individuals
may'have the right to know information and news from the government
related to the promotion and maintenance of the environmental quality.

At present, the state gives an opportunify to the general public to have
participation in accordance with the regulations of the Office of the Prime

Minister on Listening to the Opinions of the General Public B.E. 2548 (2005)
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“which designates that the operation of state projects affecting in a wide
manner to the environmental quality, health, way of life, or damages to local
commumty be publicly known. However, giving opportunities to the general
public to participate in expressing opinions is a practical guideline depending
on the vision of the highest administrators of each ministry and department.
The consideration to give approval to any projects or activities with the state
authorities denying the right to participation of the general public although
there is academic evidence to prove that such projects or activities may have
an effect on the environmental system and the fact that opinions or criticism
presented is not taken into consideration lead to problems of participation of
the general public and state in accordance with the Act to Promote and
Preserve the Quality of the National Environment B.E. 2535 (1992). Therefore,
an amendment should be made to add provisions for the management of

environment of the state.





