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In this inquiry, the researchers investigate (1) the backgrounds,
expectations, and learning behaviors of pre-degree students at the main
“campus of Ramkhamhaeng University (RU). Additionally, (2) compared
are the expectations harbored by the pre-degree studénts under study in terms
of their backgrounds. (3) The relationships between learning behaviors
and the backgrounds of these pre-degree students are examined. Finally,
(4) the relationships between learning behaviors and the expectations of the
students under consideration are examined.
The instrument of research was a questionnaire designed to collect
relevant data. Copies of this questionnaire were distributed to 1,016 students
-~ with 1,011 copi.és being returned to the researchers.
The data collected were analyzed through the agency of the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) computer program for Windows.

Accordingly, using techniques of descriptive statistics, the data were analyzed
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in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation. The hypotheses posited
for this investigation were tested using the techniques of ¢ fest and One-way
~analysis of variance (ANOVA). In cases in which differences were found at a
.s_t"at_._i-_s.t_'ically significant level, Scheffé’s method and the least significant
" difference (LSD) technique were employed. Finally, relationships between
~variables were analyzed using the chi-square test.

Findings are as follows:

1. In regard to backgrounds, it was found that the majority of pre-degree
students were females between the ages of sixteen and twenty who were
studying at the high school level. They intended to pursue an undergraduate
degree at RU. Most frequently these students evinced interest in studying at the
Faculty of Law. They were uninterested in following studies in special programs

The parents of the majority of these students owned their own
businesses and had monthly incomes greater than 25,000 baht. The majority
of the students were made cognizant of the pre-degree program through
information provided by RU in addition to having learned about this program
from friends.

2. In regard to the expectati.ons of the students under examination,
it was found that the majority of pre-degree students manifested high levels of
expectations toward the university in virtually all aspects. They also evinced
high levels of éﬁpeotation in respect to themselves in all aspects.

. 3. In respect to learning behaviors, it was found that the majority of
pre-degree students registered every semester, with the credits garnered being

on average in excess of fifteen credits per semester. They never attended
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~classes. They never used the library services of RU. Théy spent time reviewing
_”___tl_i,?._:__-subjects for which they had registered on average three to four hours per
_week per suhject..
In cases in which they failed to understand lessons, their first priority
was to have recourse to the Internet in order to seek out additional information.
- Their parents were role models and encouraged them in their studies. The
majority of these students failed to take examinations in from one to three
subjects per semester. Next in descending order of frequency was the fact that
they were never absent from examinations, the number of which was more or
less the same. They succeeded on average in obtaining passing marks on
examinations for three or fewer subjects per semester. Next in descending ordet
of frequency was obtaining passing marks on examinations for four to six
subjects per semester. The majority of students studied by reading textbooks on
their own and thereupon taking examinations on the subjects of concern.

4. In comparing the expectations of these pre-degree students with their
backgrounds, it was determined that there were differences in their expectations
toward RU in almost all aspects at the statistically significant level of .01 with
two exceptions. Differences in age and educational level were not found to be
correlated with differences in expectations at a statistically significant level.
Nevertheless, they manifested expectations toward themselves in almost all
aspects at the st_atistically significant level of .01. An exception was in the aspect
of the faculty in which they were desirous of enrolling where it was found that

in this instance differences were found at the statistically significant level of .05.
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R 5 In 'iﬁ'vestigating the relationship between learning behaviors and
background, it was ascertained that backgrounds were correlated with learning
_behaviors in ﬁll aspects at the statistically significant level of .01.

6. In considering the relationship between learning behaviors and
_expectations toward the university and toward themselves, it was established
‘that learning behaviors in all aspects were correlated with expectations toward
‘the university and toward themselves at the statistically significant level of .01.

The findings of this research investigation allowed the researchers to

‘derive a number of interesting points regarding the learning behaviors of these
pre-degree students as follows:

1. Most pre-degree students register every semester and register for more
than 15 credits per semester.

2. Most pre-degree students did not attend classes because of time
constraints. However, they read the textbooks for these classes ﬁn their own and
took the examinations.

3. Most pre-degree students spent three to four hours per week studying
or reviewing the materials for the subjects they were studying. Whenever they
failed to understand the'.lessons, they conducted research on the topics in
quest.ion on fhe Internet.

4. Most.pfe-degree students took examinations for almost all of the
subjects for which they had registered. Of the members of the sample population,
42.7 percent passed three or fewer subjects and 42.3 percent passed from four

to six subjects.
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Therefore, the researchers would like to suggest .that the university
develop special teaching media, styles of communication, and services in respect
to instruction and study that would be congruent with the behaviors of pre-degree

“students. To this end, the university should make full use of available
mfbnnatlon technology for the sake of maximizing benefits for these students

and for the university itself.





