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| The purposes of this study were to (1) investigate the degree of positive
causes affecting absence of students from examination at Ramkhamhaeng
University (2) find the factors aﬂ'ectiﬁg absence of students from examination at
- Ramkhamhaeng University (3) examine the variables in each factor associated
with student absenteeism on examination at Ramkhamhaeng University.
The population weré undergraduate students who registered at the main campus
and were absent form examination in second semester 2008. Stratified
random sampling was used to select 617 students. A 49-point qﬁestionnaire
with reliability 0.95 was used to gather the data. The responsé' rate was 100
percent. Frequency distributions, percentages, arithmetic means, standard
deviations, principal component factor analysis and varimax orthogonal
rotation were conducted to analyze the data.
The rcs__ults of the study were:
1. The degree of positive causes affecting absence of students from

examination at Ramkhamhaeng University were:
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1.1 Positive causes affecting absence of students from examination to
~ a high degree were: inability to master exam materials in times, car accidents,

~ delay announcement of testing results causing students to register for the |
remedlal exam as a precaution and their subsequent negligence in dropping
 this registration after passing the exams, lack of opportunities to ask questions
to the instructors, lack of academic confidence, absence from lectures/inadequate
~ knowledge and comprehension of the subject material, ofher personal duties,
conformance with peers who refuse to attend the exams, traffic jams and the
university’s practice of not including failed courses into the cmmaﬁve credit
hours.

1.2 Positive causes affecting absence of students from examination to
amild degree were: unexpected loss of identification and proofs required
for examination and insufﬁf:ient time to obtain replacement, obligations to
attend funeral or visit sick relatives, unimpressed with their lecturers, lack of
course planning leading to examinations on consecutive days resulting in
absence from some exams, lack of pressure to graduate on time, etc.

1.3 Positive causes affecting absence of students from examination to
a low degree were: tend to have early lectures for the course in which the
students are absent, misremember the testing schedule for anotﬁer course or
other day, lack of books or other resources for the courses in which the
students are ﬁbsent, accidentally registered for the courses that already
passed by the students’ peers, the instructors are absent on t0o many lectures

leaving the students with insufficient knowledge for the exam, etc.
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2. Factors affecting absence of students from examination at
Ramkhamhaeng University consisted of 7 factors namely:

2.1 The factor of students take undue advantage of the university’s
lenient rules and regulations on examination absenteeism. This accounted for
52.16 percent of all absences.

2.2 The factor of students’ lack of responsibility was 4.75 percent
of all the cases. o

2.3 The factor of students’ other employment obligations was
9.41 percent. |

2.4 The factor of students’ family issues was 3.16 percent.

2.5 The factor of students’ lack of academic self-confidence was
3.07 percent.

2.6 The factor of students’ unpreparedness for the éxaminations was
2.63 percent.

2.7 The factor of urgent circumstances was 2.22 percent.

The common variance of 7 factors was 71.43 percent.

3. Each factor in the context of the following variables associated with
student absenteeism on examination at Ramkhamhaeng University were:

3.1 The factor of students take undue advantage of the university’s
lenient rules and regulations on examination absenteeism. More specifically,
the following 17 variables that were: lack of pressure to graduate on time,
refusal to attend examination to conform to their peers, need to transfer to other .
institute, boring subjects, unimpressed their lecturers, were charged with crime
or felony preventing them form coming to the examination, didn’t double

check the receipt after the staff mistakenly registered, had conflicts in the
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exam schedule due to ordination, the credit hours are inexpensive, were
misinformed the location of the examination résulting in failure to arrive on
time, couldn’t adjust to the university’s academic system, were enrolled at two
institutions simultaneously and the date of exam conflicted with the exam or
lecture giVen at the other institution, the instructor are absent on too many
lgcfures leaving the students with insufficient knowledge for the exam, join
the university sports competition, accidentally registered for the courses that

: alréady passed by the student’s peer, unexpected loss of identification and
proofs fequired for examination and insufficient time to obtain replacement,
the university’s practice of not including failed courses into the cumulative
credit hours.

3.2 The factor of students’ lack of responsibility consisted of 9
variables that were: misread the testing schedule for other day due to read in
the internet, delay announcement of testing results causing students to register
for the remedial exam as a precaution and their subsequent negligence in
dropping this registration after passing the exams, unexpected loss of
identification and proofs required for examination and insufficient time to

obtain replacement, misremember the testing schedule for another course or
other day, doesn’t want to attend the exams for subjects at Bangna campus
because it’s too far from their houses, woke u late and arrived more than 5
minutes after the scheduled examination, lack of course planning leading to
examinations on consecutive days resulting in absence from some exams,
misread the testing schedule, tend to have early lectures for the course in which

the students are absent.
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3.3 The factor of students’ other employment consisted of 4 variables
that were: urgent duties or urgent meeting, other personal duties, couldn’t take
a leave of absence at work, went to another province or abroad.

3.4 The factor of students’ family issues consisted of 3 variables that
were: obligations to help with their parents businesses, obligations to take care
~ their elderly parents or their children, obligations to attend funerals or visit
sick relatives. | _

3.5 The factor of sﬁn_:l_ents’ lack of academic self-confidence consisted
of 3 variables that were: inability to mést'ef exam materials with in the limited
amount of time, Iack of academic confidence, absence from lectures/inadequate
knowledge and comprehension of the subject materials.

3.6 The factor of students’ lack of preparedness for the examinations
consisted of 3 variables that were: lack of opportunities to ask questions to
the instructors, textbook not updated, inadequate understanding of textbook
materials given by the university.

3.7 The factor of urgent circumstances consisted of 3 variables that

were: due to vehicle accidents, traffic jams, heavy rains and flood.





