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This study of the “Patronage System and Politics in Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province” is a qualitative research investigation based on in-depth
interviews and related documents. In this connection, the researcher investigates
(1) political conditions in Nakhon Si Thammarat province; (2) the patronage
system and politics in Nakhon Si Thammarat province; and (3) the impact of
the patronage system on politics in Nakhon Si Thammarat province.

Findings are as follows:

Politics in Nakhon Si Thammarat province have had a long and
continuous involvement with the Democrat Party. The patronage relationships

involve politicians showing that they are patrons of members of the general
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public. Members of the general public request aid from politicians in ways
that go far beyond the scope of the legally prescribed roles and duties of
politicians. At the same time, this state of affairs is advantageous to politicians
in view of the fact that this system of patronage leads to the political and
social success of these politicians.

The consequénces of the patronage system on politics in Nakhon Si
Thammarat province are as follows'; (1) There is a political monopoly in that
all members of the House of Representatives from this province are members
of the Democrat Party. (2) There is family domination of the political system
with political power being inherited as in the cases of the Massadit family, the
Wichaikun family, the Sakdiset family, and the Pitsuwan family. (3) National
politicians intervene in local politics as a means of expanding a power base
and fostering its stability. This is done through developing local networks in
all areas, including Nakhon Si Thammarat province.

All of these factors affect politics and government in the democratic
system in Thailand, inasmuch as it is inescapable that Thai democracy must
willy-nilly incorporate predominant elements of the prevailing political
culture. It goes without séying that this includes the patronage system with its
attendant values. These are the values in terms of which one thinks first and
foremost of those with whom one has personal relationships, including
relatives, friends, subordinates, or others to whom one is close. These are the
kinds df concrete relationships that control systems of patronage in politics in
lieu of more abstract and impersonal relationships based on principlés of
rights, freedom, and equality which are the defining or sine qua non

components of modern democratic political systems.





