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In this thesis, the researcher analyzes the factors determining the
quantity of savings of residents in Surat Thani province.

In carrying out this analysis, the researcher used relevant annual
secondary data from the period between 1992 and 2008. The data collected
were subsequently analyzed by the researcher by means of an application of
the ordinary least squares (OLS) method.

Findings are as follows:

The number of the population in Surat Thani and the price of third
class raw rubber were found to be directly correlated with the quantity of
deposits of Surat Thani residents. These findings were congruent with the

hypothesis postulated for this investigation at the statistically significant levels
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of reliability of 99 percent and 90 percent, respectively.

The researcher also determined that the mean income of Surat Thani
residents was also directly correlated with the quantity of deposits of these
residents. This finding was also congruent with the hypothesis posited for this
inquiry, but not at a statistically significant level. This is because the
population in Surat Thani deposits only part of their income at savings
cooperatives.

The researcher additionally found that the interest rate on three-month
deposits at commercial banks was directly correlated with the quantity of
deposits made by Surat Thani residentds. Even though this finding was
consonant with the hypothesis postulated for this investigation, the correlation
was not at a statistically significant level.

It is to be noted that the patterns of savings of those domiciled in
regional areas are rather limited. People therefore still deposit savings at
commercial banks in spite of the fact that commercial bank interest rates
frequently fluctuate in different directions.

The researcher finally ascertained that the price of oil palm bunches
was inversely correlated with the quantity of deposits made by Surat Thani
residents. However, this finding was incongruent with the hyjpothesi_s posited
for this inquiry. But this can be explained by the fact that most investors in

the planting of oil palms in Surat Thani are foreigners.





