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In this thesis, the researcher investigates legal problems related to the
conduct of the movie business in order to foster the development of appropriate
legal measures that are suitable for the improvement and enhancement of the
movie business. The researcher is also concerned with various domestic and
international interests involving the making of movies commencing with the
pre-production and production periods and thence moving on to the post-
production, and exhibition periods. In these processes, the activities having
legal implications can be classified under the rubrics of making contracts, the
coordination of the activities of an array of agencies and organizations, and
the provision of services for conducting various aspects of the movie business.
Itis thefcfore of importance to consider the development of all of these
processes as they unfold together and how growth cbuld be fostered if suitable

adjustments and reforms were made.
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Findings are as follows:

Although the Movie and Audio Visual Act B.E. 2551 (2008) was
promulgated as a measure regulating the conduct of the Thai movie business,
there has yet been no serious official efforts to foster and promote the
development of the Thai movie business. There have also been laws, rules,
regulations, and pronouncements framed and promulgated which are mutually
incongruent or enforce conditions which hobble the Thai movie industry in its
business operations.

These problems and obstacles can be outlined as follows:

1. Legal problems arise concerning sources of funding for cinematic
operations. Funding for the contemporary arts are hedged about by often
onerous conditions and is inadequate in amounts available.

2. Legal problems are connected with inducing commercial interests to
make investments in movie making and in services catering to the movie business.
Taxation policies are hindering local movie entrepreneurs and filmmakers
from abroad who are interested in shooting movies in Thailand.

3. Legal problems stem from disallowing the making of certain kinds
of movies or in the use of a rating system. These problems impinge upon the
interests of movie advertisement media and those involved in the general
exhibition of movies and law enforcement in this connection. All of these
factors affect the businesses and income of Thai movie entrepreneurs.

4. There are also legal probllems concerned with how movies are

categorized and the methods used to determine the proportion of Thai to
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foreign movies being shown. These legal problems determine how the movie
business is promoted and affect the investment concerns of foreigners.

5. Legal problems are of additional importance in respect to the
appropriate administrative sanction and criminal punishment of those in the
movie business who run afoul of the law as it stands.

In regard to this quintipartite set of legal problems, the researcher would
like to offer suggestions for making improvements or solving the legal problems
mentioned so that changes will be more in keeping with the actual operations
of the movie business. Accordingly, in respect to funding, the researcher
recommends that sources of funding can be augmented provided that taxation
measures related to the business of movie making are reformed or amended.
This is especially the case when it comes to the import of equipment used in
the movie business in the production period or post-production period in addition
to the use of movie business services provided by foreign concerns or interests.
Such funding or capital flow could be stimulated by extending low-interest
loans or providing guarantees concerning joint participation and the use of
intellectual property of foreign provenance in the making of certain movies.
Further measures should be adopted pertaining to personnel and technology
that would enhance outside investment or shared investment in movie projects.

In respect to legal problems being obstacles in the conduct of the movie
business in respect to the general venues of exhibiting movies or allowable movie
advertisements in various media, reforms should be undertaken. Instead of
using a movie rating system, direct censoring should be utilized whenever

deemed necessary.
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In considering the proportion between Thai and foreign movies being
shown, the criteria used should be very distinct and precise. The violation of
intellectual property rights in respect to movies should be suppressed with
alacrity. This would ensure augmented income and better attitudes on the part
of both domestic and foreign movie business entrepreneurs. Stipulations
concerning criminal punishment through sentencing in a court of law upon
conviction for infringement of intellectual property rights should be recast,

altered and made more appropriate for this kind of crime.





