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In this thesis on “China’s Foreign Policy Toward Russia in the Jiang
Zemin-Hu Jintao Period,” the researcher investigates (1) the foreign policy of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) toward the Russian Federation (Russia)
in the period between 1993 and 2009. In addition, the researcher is concerned
with (2) the development of the relationship and cooperation between China
and Russia and the concomitant effects on the East Asian region.

In this qualitative research investigation, the researcher employed
descriptive analysis and causal analysis. Primary sources and secondary

sources between 1993 and 2009 were analyzed for investigatory purposes.
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Findings are as follows:

(1) The foreign policy of the PRC toward Russia in the period under
study involved fostering a closer relationship, which concretely meant
increasing and cooperating for the sake of mutual benefits. The trend of this
developing relationship was toward a constructive and strategic partnership.
This led to a relatibnship which was more advanced than any previous
relationship. This type of relationship brought about a much more thorough-
going cooperation in all areas. Thus, cooperative relationships were in
evidence in the areas of trade, the economy, politics, technology, culture,
military affairs, science, and education. In these areas, cooperation was
forthcoming at both the leadership and rank-and-file levels. |

(2) What engendered a stronger relationship between the PRC and
Russia was a mutual awareness of their own status vis-a-vis one another and
the realization that benefits would accrue bilaterally if they cooperated. Both
countries saw that they needed to depend on one another in order to solve
delicate matters each had faced, especially the issue of territory integrity, an
issue of great importance to both countries. In the current global climate, the
economy becomes of paramount concern. New kinds of threats have come
into existence and future threats are difficult to predict. Consequently, the
PRC and Russia need to extend the sphere of cooperation.

The PRC and Russia require a cooperative foreign policy fostering
internal development and the augmentation of power as a means of being able
to stand up to competition from the west and the United States of America

(USA). The PRC also needs to have a policy ensuring a continuing strong



relationship of cooperation with Russia to guarantee stability in Asia-Pacific.
Both the PRC and Russia are playing a more important role in East Asia and
have tried to reduce the influence of the USA in this region. At the same time,
the PRC would like to create a peaceful and stable environment at both the
world and regional levels so as to be able to concentrate on national
development, especially in the aspect of the economy, to the end of having a
fully-rounded and fully-developed socio-economic structure for the nation as

a whole.





