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In this thesis entitled “Political Communication and Political
Participation of Students Enrolled in the Ramkhamhaeng University Graduate
Program,” the researcher investigates (1) the behaviors displayed when these
students have perceived political news during the current premiership of Mr.
Abhisit Vejachiva. Additionally, the researcher examines (2) the levels of
political participation of the students under study, as well as (3) the relationships
between political communication and political participation of these students.

The sample population consisted of 597 graduate students enrolled in

seven faculties at the main campus of Ramkhamhaeng University. These
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faculties were Law, Business Administration, Humanities, Education,
Science, Political Science, and Economics. The instrument of research was a
questionnaire.

Findings are as follows:

1. The students under study perceived political news through various
types of media in an overall picture at a moderate level. Television was the
most frequent media of perception for political news. The least frequent was
printed materials. The subjects under study communicated on political topics
with other individuals. while most frequently communicating with family
members and least frequently with politicians. The subjects had a rather low
level of political participation. Political participation most frequently took the
form of exercising the franchise and least frequently took the form of
demonstrating in support of the government. This last finding was
incongruent with the set hypothesis postulated for this investigation.

2. Graduate students enrolled in the Faculty of Political Science
perceived political news through reading newspapers and other printed
materials (journals and magazines), and viewing television at a higher level
than students enrolled in other faculties. There were no differences in respect
to other media. Furthermore, graduate students enrolled in the Faculty of
Political Science perceived political news through individual media at a
higher level than those from other faculties, the aspect of family members
notwithstanding. Moreover, graduate students enrolled in the Faculty of

Political Science participated in polities at a higher level than students from

other faculties, with the exception of the aspect of donating money to political
parties or candidates for elections and participating in political debates at
various places. This last finding was congruent with the set hypothesis

posited for this inquiry.





