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This dissertation investigates (1) the development of water resource
management in the Pak Phanang river basin area as pursued by both the state
agencies and community groups in the light of the conceptual frameworks used
in management policies and proposals. Also considered (2) is the framing of
guidelines for managing these water resources, together with the offering of
suggestions for the mutual management of these water resources by both state
agencies and community groups.

The conceptual apparatus used by the researcher derived from paradigmatic
conceptual deployed by both state agencies and community groups involved in
the management of these water resources. Additionally the researcher utilized

pertinent concepts found in the study of social activism in the course of carrying
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out this investigation.

Using a qualitative approach, the researcher collected apposite data through
the analysis of documents, indepth interviews with 48 concerned persons, focus
group discussions with 75 interested parties, and participatory and non-participatory
observation. Key informants were members of the general public who incurred
both losses and gains from the management of water resources in the Pak Phanang
river basin. Other key informants were representatives of the public sector and
the general public, as well as members of the academic sector participating
in a working group comprised of those studying information concerning the
management of water resources in the Pak Phanang river basin.

Findings are as follows:

The development of water resource management in the Pak Phanang river
basin can be divided into three periods in respect to the water resource management
of the water gate. The first period was the period prior to the construction of
sub-water gates. The second period was the period in which sub-water gates were
utilized. The third period was after the construction of the Udaga-vipajaprasidhi
water gate. These three periods differed in respect to the management of water
resource in view of differences in conceptual frameworks and technological
advances as applied to daily life and the process of national development.

The relationship of ﬂle operative conceptual frameworks and the management
of water resources in the third period are grounded on one side in a conceptual
apparatus derived from an understanding of a community-based cultural ecology.
This point of view starkly contrasts with the utilitarian conceptual framework of
the Department of Irrigation. The researcher is of the opinion that these differences
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in conceptual frameworks contributed to the current development of social
activist movements in respect to the management of water resource in the Pak
Phanang river basin.

The community group in question adopted a number of strategies, but did not
organize protest demonstrations. They instead made use of a social process in which
villagers would leamn from one another in the course of research the villagers conducted
themselves into finding ways to manage local water resources. Consequently, these
activities led state agencies to make adjustments in the management of water
resources in order to meet the demands of the community group.

The researcher has arrayed guidelines for the mutual management of
water resources in the Pak Phanang river basin area under three rubrics. These
guidelines are threefold and are as follows: (1) the guidelines for the management
of water resources utilized by the Department of Irrigation; (2) the guidelines for
managing water resources proposed by the Pak Phanang River Basin Group;
and (3) the guidelines formulated for water resource management by the academic
working group gathering information concerning the management of water
resources in the Pak Phanang river basin.

Accordingly, these three sets of guidelines should be developed and
integrated as a framework for guidelines regulating the mutual management of
the water resources of the Pak Phanang river basin. In the opinion of the researcher
these three sets of guidelines should be approached along two dimensions, viz.,
the dimension of mutual management of water resources and the dimension of
cooperation regarding the collection of pertinent ﬁlfonnaﬁon in respect to the

water resources in question.





